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THINGS TO REMEMBER 


“ONE MAY RESPECT OR HATE HITLER- 
ism just as any other system of political 
views. This is a matter of taste. But 
to undertake a war of ‘annihilation of 
Hitlerism’ means to commit criminal 
folly in politics.” (Editorial in Izve- 
tia, Soviet organ, October 9, 1939.) 

“Today Germany is in the position 
of a state which is striving for the 
earliest termination of the war and 
for peace.” (Speech of Molotoff, then 
prime minister of the Soviet Union, 
as quoted in World News and Views, 
November 4, 1939.) 

“We have always held that a strong 
Germany is an indispensable condition 
for durable peace in Europe.” (From 
a speech by the same above mentioned 
Molotoff as quoted in the Daily 
Worker, September 1, 1939.) 


It will be well to remember the 
above quotations during coming 
weeks. Not for the purpose of point- 
ing an accusing finger at communists 
and making them eat their words. But 
in order to understand what happens 
and to be properly watchful or even 
suspicious. Let us not forget that 
the same Molotoff who advocated the 
indispensability of a strong German 
state—even a Nazi one—is still for- 
eign minister of the Soviet Union and 
that Izvestia, which so blithely settled 
world problems by declaring that 
Nazism is a matter of taste, is still the 
organ of Soviet Russia. 


Of course Molotoff in Moscow and 
all the Stalinist fellow travellers now 
hum a tune diametrically opposed to 
the sentiments of the above quota- 
tions. That was to be expected. But 
even today we must take the new 
Communist avowals of anti-Nazism 
with a truck load of salt. 


It is not a crime to change one’s 
mind. We have to do it frequently in 
connection with many new develop- 
ments. But there are some things 
which brook no such flexibility and 
broadmindedness. There are some 
basic ethical precepts which one must 
cling to constantly under all circum- 
stances. One cannot declare that the 
commandment “Thou shalt not kill” 
is valid one day and obsolete the fol- 
lowing. He who does so proves that 
he has never assimilated this basic 
ethical principle. ; 

The same holds true of Nazism. One 
cannot be for it in 1940 and against 
it in 1941. The fact that Molotoff and 
all the big and little Communists who 
religiously repeated his pronounce- 
ments could bring themselves to look 
at Nazism as something that is con- 
ceivably tolerable a short year and a 
half ago, automatically raises the sus- 
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picion that they are capable of mak- 
ing peace with it again. 

Were Soviet Russia a democracy, 
our attitude would be a simpler one. 
We could then say that the Russian 
people should oust from office all the 
Molotoffs who so recently were ready 
to play ball with Hitler and to ap- 
pease him. Such a thing occurred in 
England when Chamberlain was dis- 
placed by Churchill as Premier and 
numerous other appeasers gave way, 
as a result of popular pressure, to gen- 
uine anti-Nazis. While this process 
has not yet been completed in Eng- 
land, it has gone far enough to assure 
that no compromise would be made 
with the enemy. 

But Soviet Russia is not a democ- 
racy. The people have no say over 
who shall head the government. There 
is but one political party, the Com- 
munist, and within this single party 


all freedom of thought and difference 
of opinion have been wiped out in a 
manner that precluded their rapid 
and effective resurgence. Political 
changes in Soviet Russia, following 
the pattern of the past few years, take 
place only by violence. Yet violent 
upheavals at this time would play into 
the hands of the invader. And it 
would be utopian naivete to expect 
Stalin to grant broad democratic rights 
to the Russian people voluntarily. 

We are therefore compelled to keep 
our fingers crossed in the hope that 
Soviet Russia will not again change 
its line and come to some agreement 
with the Nazis, as they did in 1939. 
Miracles have a way of not happening. 
And yet, perhaps this time, some- 
thing in the nature of a miracle will 
occur and Nazism will receive a fatal 
blow on the fields of Soviet Russia. 

S. K. 
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SyRIA AND PALESTINE 


HE MILITARY DEVELOPMENTS IN SYRIA HAVE 

for the moment removed the threat that hovered 
over Palestine. Unless Hitler will detach some of his 
forces that are now concentrated on the invasion of 
Russia and send them to the aid of the Vichy rulers of 
Syria—a very improbable procedure at this time— 
the English, together with the Free French under De 
Gaulle, will occupy the country within a very short 
time. After the suppression of the rebellion in Iraq, 
this will be the second British victory in the Near 
East. 

But aside from the military development there has 
already occurred a very significant political change on 
the arena of the Near East. At the very beginning of 
hostilities De Gaulle declared in the name of Free 
France that the mandate over Syria and Lebanon is 
no longer in force and that at the end of the war these 
two countries would be established as separate sov- 
ereign states or as a free federal state embracing both 
territories. England immediately endorsed this dec- 
laration.thus lending greater strength to it. The im- 
plication of the endorsement is that if the De Gaulle 
forces should fail to gain the upper hand in France 
after the war, the authority of the British Empire 
would be brought to bear to uphold the national 
independence of the Syrian population. 

De Gaulle’s proclamation marks the conclusion of 
an entire chapter in French colonial policy. It can 
hardly be claimed that this had been a brilliant or 
happy chapter. French rule was marked by a series 
of rebellions. Of all the Arabic countries (with the 
exception of Egypt which considers itself as belong- 
ing to a different sphere and as being only linguistic- 
ally Arabic) Syria is the most advanced. Western 
influences are stronger there than anywhere else in 
the Near East. Beirut, the main port of Syria and the 
capital of Lebanon, boasted of two universities, one 
American Protestant and the other French Catholic, 
for many years. Political life in Syria was also more 
intensive than in other Arabic countries and the econ- 
omic level of its population was relatively higher, 
perhaps as a result of these western influences. But 
the economic life of the country definitely retro- 
gressed under French administration. The average 
wage of an Arab worker in Syria was about 25 per 
cent less than that of ‘Arabs in Palestine and large 
numbers of the former smuggled into Palestine in 
recent years in order to obtain employment, particu- 
larly in the Jewish owned citrus groves where the 
wage level was higher. Authentic information gath- 
ered by the League of Nations showed that in 1937 
some classes of workers in Syria received less than 
half of the real wages they had received in 1913. 





Similarly depressed was the status of Syrian agricul- 
ture. The soil is frequently fertile and the climate of 
the country is favorable. But agricultural methods 
are backward and the French administration did 
nothing to improve the condition of the Syrian peas- 
ants. Even the Turkish rulers began to inaugurate 
irrigation projects just before the first world war. 
But during the twenty years of French rule no ameli- 
oration projects of any significance were carried out. 
Actually the rich land owners were aided in repress- 
ing every attempt at agrarian reform. As a result, 
farm hands in Syria were paid less than in any other 
neighboring country and the health level continued 
to degenerate. The French administration of the 
country manifested shocking incompetence and 
criminal indifference. 

As a result of this situation the Syrian population 
was embittered against the French. Armed uprisings 
occurred and were brutally suppressed. After a gen- 
eral strike and numerous riots in 1936 the French 
government promised to do away with the mandate 
in 1939 and Syria as well as Lebanon were to be ad- 
mitted into the League of Nations as independent 
states. But when 1939 arrived, Paris found numer- 
ous alibis to postpone the liberation of Syria. 

We may safely assume that De Gaulle’s proclama- 
tion of independence for Syria will be carried out at 
the end of the war. The independent Arabic States 
will see to that and England will be in no position to 
antagonize them too much by refusing their demand. 

Let us therefore consider what bearing this will 
have on the Jewish position and opportunities in Pal- 
estine. With the elimination of the Syrian mandate, 
Palestine will remain the only country in the world 
to be administered under a class A Mandate. At the 
end of the first world war Iraq, Syria and Palestine 
were given to European powers to be governed until 
such a time as they would be ready for independence. 
Iraq was given its independence in 1930. Syria will 
become independent at the end of the war. Palestine 
will remain the only mandated territory in that class. 

It is to be expected that at the end of the war pres- 
sure will be brought upon England to end the man- 
date over Palestine as well. Hitherto the Syrian Arabs 
argued that they are ready for self-government no 
less than Iraq. Now Arab nationalists of Palestine 
will make a similar demand. This demand will no 
doubt have the support of neighboring Arab coun- 
tries as well as of certain elements in England. 

Therein lies the negative significance of the Eng- 
lish endorsement of De Gaulle’s proclamation. 
Viewed with detachment Jews have no reason to be 
opposed to the abrogation of the mandate over Syria. 
Whether the Syrians will be happier under a system 
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of self-rule or not is immaterial. Independence alone 
probably will not cure that country at once of its age 
old ills and its religious, ethnic and economic fric- 
tions. These may even become more accentuated in a 
self-governing state. But the Syrians are justified in 
their demand for independence no matter what its 
consequences. It is the irony of Jewish fate that grant- 
ing a justified demand of the Syrians will complicate 
the situation of the Jews in Palestine and will pre- 
judice their rights in the country. 

It is therefore necessary to mobilize at this time all 
the forces in America and in England that are friend- 
ly to the Jewish cause and aspirations in Palestine. It 
is necessary to show to the public opinion of these 
countries that there is a great moral difference be- 
tween the mandate over Syria and that over Palestine. 
France undertook the administration of Syria for 
purely local purposes, to govern the country until 
such a time as it would be ready for self-government. 
But the English mandate over Palestine had an en- 
tirely different aim. One of its primary purposes was 
to establish the Jewish National Home in Palestine. 
The basis of the Palestine mandate was the solution 
not of a local question but of an international one— 
the Jewish question. Free France may decide that its 
task in Syria has been completed—the Syrians are 
ready for sovereignty. But no honest person can 
claim that England has carried out its international 
obligations as long as the Jewish National Home has 
not been established there. The English government 
which administers Palestine under the mandate has 
not fulfilled its duties as long as there are Jews who 
seek a home and can be absorbed in Palestine without 
harming the interests of the other inhabitants. 

Fair minded persons in America, in England and 
everywhere should be informed of the dangers threat- 
ening Jewish rights to rehabilitate themselves nation- 
ally in Palestine. They will understand the justice of 
our cause. Their political courage, understanding and 
sympathy will aid us in overcoming the new hind- 
rances that are placed in our way. 


STep BY STEP 


HE RECENT RULING OF THE SUPREME COURT 

upholding the right of Negroes to demand ac- 
commodations on trains going through the southern 
states equal to those provided to whites, has now been 
followed by an executive order of President Roose- 
velt whereby discrimination against Negroes will be 
done away with in plants working on government 
orders. This order, like the previous ruling of the 
Supreme Court, is far from being without serious 
flaws. It is not retroactive to contracts already 
signed. Nor does it directly affect the armed forces 
themselves, although some improvements in grant- 
ing wider opportunities to Negroes in the army and 
navy are being made. 


JEWISH FRONTIER 


The executive order was issued a few days before a 
national Negro march on Washington to protest dis- 
criminations was scheduled to start on July 1. The 
movement behind the protest march was headed by 
such responsible Negro leaders as A. Philip Ran- 
dolph, organizer of the porters’ union, and Frank 
Crosswaith of the Negro Labor Committee. Since 
the issuance of the order, the march on Washington 
has been postponed. Presumably it will be dropped 
entirely if the presidential order proves effective. 
Otherwise it will be carried out at some later date. 


That the problem of discrimination against 
Negroes as well as against Jews and other minorities 
has reached great proportions is undeniable. Always 
in existence it has become particularly acute since the 
defense program got into full swing. A mounting 
storm of indignation against this unfair treatment of 
Negroes has been sweeping the country. Discrimin- 
ation against other minorities has not been stressed as 
thoroughly since the anti-Negro prejudice is more 
flagrant and more easily brought to the attention of 
the public. 


In calling off the march on Washington Mr. Ran- 
dolph has acted wisely. The purpose of the march 
was to demand action on the part of the government. 
Such action has now been made possible by the Pre- 
sident’s executive order, and we shall see within the 
coming weeks how this order will be carried out. In 
the meantime there are other fronts along which the 
fight against discrimination should be carried on. 
There are still numerous trade unions that do not 
admit Negroes. And these too can be forced to 
change their policy if a campaign strong enough is 
conducted among the membership of these unions 
and in the press. As a general rule the press has not 
been adequately utilized so far. If every instance of 
discrimination were reported, if the name of each 
concern practicing prejudicial policies were to be 
publicized, a great deal could be accomplished. 


The public is becoming aroused to the injustice of 
discrimination. The administration is friendly and is 
willing to cooperate against this evil. By a ceaseless 
attack it will be possible to overcome it. Not all at 
once, probably, but step by step. It is true, this is a 
weary and undramatic process. But in the final 
analysis it is likely to be the most effective one. We 
do not like to intone in ecstatic phrases how wonder- 
ful democracy is on the basis of the presidential order. 
Nevertheless the fact remains that the avenues to 
remedying the injustice of discrimination are left 
open to us—if only everyone will stay on guard and 
expose the evil again and again and demand cease- 
lessly that it be done away with. 
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Wuy PUNISH THE INNOCENTP 


HE DECISION OF THE STATE DEPARTMENT TO 

refuse visas to refugees from Nazi dominated 
countries who leave relatives in their native land, is 
one of those measures that tend to defeattheir original 
purpose. The intention is undoubtediy a desirable 
one. It is claimed that the unscrupulous Nazi regime 
sometimes forces such refugees to work in its interests 
under threat of persecuting their dear ones who re- 
mained behind. 

That the Nazis are not above using such methods 
we know, and it is probably true that they were suc- 
cessful in some cases. But the measure of the State 
Department, far from curing this evil, would only 
work untold hardship on many innocent victims of 
the regime against which the move was intended. The 
overwhelming majority of refugees that reach the 
United States are poor and often broken people that 
could be of no use to the Nazis even if the Gestapo 
were to try to force them to work for it. Aside from 
their natural hatred for the regime that caused their 
exile, a hatred which in nearly all cases would pre- 
vent them from serving the renounced fatherland, 
they are in no position to do anything. They are too 
busy eking out a meager subsistence. 

Should the State Department put this measure into 
effect, it will bring tragedy into the lives of thousands 
that had hoped to find a final escape in the United 
States. But it would scarcely inconvenience the Ges- 
tapo’s work in this country through the medium of a 
fifth column that is frequently American born. Let 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation look closely into 
the affairs of pro-Nazi organizations in this country, 
outfits that often parade under patriotic slogans and 
whose membership is native born or naturalized, and 
it will find the source of the infection. Quisling was 
not a refugee in Norway, nor was Laval a refugee in 
France, nor did Fritz Kuhn flee to the United States 
from the wrath of the Nazi regime. If the F. B. I. 
harbors suspicions against some individual refugee, 
by all means investigate him. But why punish the 
many innocents along with the possible individual 
offender? 


BEWARE OF THE CONTEMPTIBLES 


O JEWS IN PARTICULAR WE SAY: “ESPECIALLY 

now you must beware of the Communist 
machinations.” 

Tomorrow, if they have not already done so dur- 
ing the past few days, Communists will come to 
your organizations and to your meetings with all sorts 
of tearful appeals for cooperation. They will swamp 
you by mail and by telephone with all kinds of re- 
quests to help them in various innocent-sounding 
activities and they will generously offer to join your 
organizations and your committees to help you. They 
will repeat the tactics they practiced during the 
United Front days when they oozed the milk and 


s 


honey of democratic humanitarian slogans from 
every pore. 

For, indeed, a windfall has come the way of the 
Communists. They will play up the Nazi invasion of 
Russia for all it is worth and they will waste no 
time before claiming the sympathy due to an orphan, 
even though in this case the orphan has attained his 
unenviable status by somewhat parricidal methods. 
And they are masters at the trade of dissimulation. 
Just watch them do the new somersault. The 
American Peace Mobilization, the fight for pure 
neutrality and against defense appropriations and 
the raucous jeers at the “warmongers” will vanish. 
Their solicitude for American boys in the army will 
disappear. The word “imperialism” will temporarily 
be erased from the Communist dictionary and anti- 
Fascism, a term they have hardly mentioned for the 
past twenty months, will again blossom out on their 
slogans. The Communists, who justified the Soviet 
non-aggression pact with Germany less than two 
years ago, will now hasten to button up their ideo- 
logy and to pull the skirt of democratic verbiage far 
below their knees. 

We warn Jews in particular because we know the 
temper of the Jewish masses. Our nerves have been 
frayed by the impact of the experiences of recent 
years, and there are many Jews, undoubtedly, who 
will automatically respond to anyone representing 
himself as an anti-fascist, without inquiring too far 
into his antecedents. 

Let us therefore remember the following things. 
Russia did not enter the fight against Nazism volun- 
tarily. To the very day of the invasion the Soviets 
insisted that they are content to live at peace along- 
side the Nazi regime. The war was forced on Soviet 
Russia against its will. We now demand that aid 
be given to Russia not because we are under any 
misapprehension about Soviet idealism. We have 
seen that “idealism” in action when Germany seized 
country after country and subjected one people after 
another to unspeakable suffering and humiliation. 
What the Soviet idealists in the Kremlin did at that 
time we all remember. They smugly gloated over 
their own temporary safety and even justified Hitler. 

Now the Soviet army is bravely battling the Nazi 
divisions. What arguments and appeals to human 
decency failed to do, Hitler accomplished. With his 
tanks and dive bombers he forced Soviet Russia into 
the camp of those fighting Nazism. 

We cannot afford to be choosy in the matter of 
allies, hence we now support Russia in its war against 
Germany and we will demand again and again that 
our government offer the Soviet Union all possible 
aid as long as Russia keeps up the fight. 

But the local comrades have done nothing to en- 
title them to any sympathy. They are not fighting 
Fascism nor do they sincerely oppose it. Until now 
they have stupidly sabotaged national defense ef- 
forts. Were it not for the illegal Communist spon- 
sored strike in the North American Aviation Com- 
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pany in Los Angeles, to mention but one out of 
many incidents, there would have been a few score 
more bombers ready to go into action against Ger- 
many today. When they will now wrap themselves in a 
mantle of democratic decency, they will still remain 
at heart the same totalitarian unscrupulous enemies 
of the democratic order that they have been in past 
years. The new slogans will be a mere cloak to cover 
their old designs—seizure and domination of every 
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organization and institution possible, and herding 
unwitting innocents into the fold of their transmis- 
sion belt outfits. 

As long as they were pro-Hitler isolationists it 
was easy to recognize a Communist a mile away. 
Now it will tequire more discernment. But the effort 
to differentiate between the genuine anti-Nazi and 
the phony variety, and to guard against the latter, 
will be well worth while. 


THE INVASION OF RUSSIA 


by Hayim Greenberg 


ITLER’S INVASION of Soviet Russia is an 

indication that the Nazis have given up hope 
of a quick victory over England. The reason for the 
pact concluded in 1939 between Germany and Rus- 
sia consisted in the Nazi effort to avoid a major 
war on two fronts. Now they have plunged into the 
very situation they tried to avert. Obviously they 
’ did not embark on this course because their chances 
in the west were very brilliant. Only the realization 
that it is impossible to defeat England quickly could 
have driven them to the attack on Russia. It seems 
that Hitler disagrees with Lindbergh and Senator 
Wheeler who are sure that England is already lost 
and that no American aid would be of any avail. And 
it is precisely because he foresees a long drawn out 
fight against an England made stronger by American 
help that he has decided to try to acquire the wheat 
of the Ukraine, the iron of the Donetz basin and the 
oil of the Caucausus. Nazi plans had always called for 
the transformation of Russia into a German protec- 
torate. This scheme was at first postponed until 
after the conquest of England, when it could be ac- 
complished without firing a shot. But since the 
prospect of conquering England receded ever farther 
away, Berlin decided to make changes in its time- 
table and to invade Russia first in an attempt to seize 
its raw materials and to use these eventually against 
England and the United States. 


In invading Russia the Nazis no doubt reckoned 
on still another factor. They probably believed that 
such a move would enhance their prestige as saviors 
of the world from Bolshevism in the eyes of a con- 
siderable number of people. Such a reckoning was 
not altogether misguided. There exist elements in 
this country and in England who are lightly swayed 
by such an appeal. While it is highly doubtful 
whether there are any persons of influence in Eng- 
land who would dare come out openly in favor 
of a negotiated peace with Germany at this time 
and leave Russia to Hitler's mercy, the invasion 
of Russia is likely to evoke a sympathetic response 
among large sections of the Catholic population in 
many countries. What is of greater importance, 


the invasion of Russia may evoke similar sentiments 
in certain sections of the population of the United 
States. Nazi leaders in Berlin very probably aimed 
at disturbing the growing feeling of national unity 
in the United States. Isolationists will now try to 
identify aid to England and participation in the war 
with aiding Stalin to become dictator of the world. 
Berlin calculated that there must be a goodly number 
of Americans who will now oppose aid to England 
on the ground that it will contribute to the triumph 
of the Soviet anti-Christ. 


The invasion of Russia thus aimed at strengthen- 
ing all those forces which are committed to a nego- 
tiated peace with Hitler. Should this aim remain 
unfulfilled, the Nazis figured that the invasion would 
still provide Germany with the resources that are 
indispensable for a prolonged war against Britain 
and its Dominions and against the inexhaustible re- 
serves of the United States. 


O FAR as the Soviet Union is concerned it can 

be stated with certainty that it did not seek the 
war and was ready to make great concessions to 
avoid the ravages of a Nazi invasion. The rulers 
of the Kremlin, including Stalin, were no doubt pre- 
pared to adhere to the pact with Germany that was 
signed in August, 1939. Had Germany demanded 
only economic concessions, Soviet Russia would un- 
doubtedly have been willing to meet it halfway. 
Moscow had ample grounds to fear a war with a 
powerful adversary. The dread of internal up- 
heavals that might follow military operations has 
been haunting Soviet leaders for many years. It 
is even reasonable to assume that the Moscow elite, 
and especially Stalin, would have preferred a victory 
of fascism (as long as Russia remained unharmed) 
to that of the bourgeois democracies. The peculiar 
“anti-capitalist” tendencies of Italian and German 
fascism appealed to many Soviet leaders as a type of 
socialism. A distorted type, indeed, but one that 
contains a germ of socialism nevertheless. The to- 
talitarian nature of the fascist regime intrigued many 
of them as a manifestation of the collectivist spirit. 
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And even aside from these considerations it was ob- 
vious that the Soviet rulers were completely averse 
to becoming involved in a long war on the side of 
“plutocratic” England and super-capitalist America. 
But the German price for peace must have been so 
drastic as to nullify Soviet sovereignty. Stalin was 
thus confronted with a simple but unenviable choice 
—being hung on the nearest Moscow lamp post by 
his rebellious subjects for accepting the Nazi terms, 
or risking war with the mightiest military machine 
in history. He chose the latter alternative. 


wt ARE Russia’s chances in the great trial 
that now confronts it? 

I did not count Russia’s tanks and airplanes nor 
am I an authority on their effectiveness. Soviet 
military strength (or weakness) has been a mystery 
for the past two decades. Only time will solve this 
riddle. But in this war, as in every other war, morale 
is as important a factor as the quantity and quality 
of the armaments used and the military training of 
the army. A glance at the shameful capitulation of 
France and at the heroic resistance of England will 
prove beyond all doubt that even in highly mechan- 
ized warfare morale is of primary significance. 

What, then, do we know about the Russian 
morale? It is no easy task to evaluate the mentality 
of a huge population that has lived under a dicta- 
torial regime for nearly a quarter century and had 
no Opportunities to express its feelings and desires. 
But there are a number of factors that we know 
about, and it should be clear to every thinking 
person that the Soviet people and army will have 
to overcome many internal hindrances in order to 
attain true patriotism and the consequent heroic 
resistance. There are millions in Soviet Russia who 
sincerely hate the Soviet regime, and the number of 
those in Russia who have lost dear ones in all 
kinds of purges, executions and punitive expedi- 
tions is legion. As a result of the tremendous and 
bloody repressions, Stalin has earned the vengeful 
—albeit impotent—hatred of large sections of the 
Soviet population. Active opposition within and to 
the communist party in Russia was drowned in 
blood, but potential opposition continues to 
smoulder. The liquidation of many Bolsheviks has 
left in the hearts of many Soviet citizens a feeling 
that their country is ruled by cynical despots who 
will stop at nothing to retain power. The above 
are factors that can hardly be expected to stimulate 
the Russian people to heroism and loyalty to the 
regime that conducts the war. Furthermore, since 
August, 1939, the Soviet government and the com- 
munist party had followed a policy that could only 
serve to demoralize the people for the present con- 
flict. For nearly two years they shouted from the 
housetops that this is an imperialist war in which 
Soviet Russia has no stake, that it did not matter 
which side emerged victorious, that fascism is a mat- 
ter of taste and there is no sense in fighting ideo- 
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logical wars. Again and again they proclaimed that 
Nazi Germany wished peace and only plutocratic 
England drove it to war. They said that amity 
between Russia and Germany was “cemented by 
blood,” that the invasions of Belgium, Holland and 
the Scandinavian countries were provoked by Eng- 
land and that Hitler merely acted in self-defense. 
All of the above statements, constantly repeated, 
demoralized and confused the Soviet population and 
dulled their awareness of the danger to Russia from 
agressive fascism. It will be no simple job for the 
rulers of Russia to go into a sudden reverse and to 
evoke great enthusiasm for a war against the friend of 
yesterday, conducted in cooperation with the same 
England which only a few days ago had been loudly 
villified as the source of all evil and as an aggressive, 
reactionary, imperialist warmonger. 

The people of Russia and its army which was de- 
capitated only a few years ago will have to possess 
a deep sense of responsibility and political realism 
to avoid a breakdown in the face of the present trial. 
They will have to be able to forget much and to keep 
before their mind’s eye the full scope of the danger 
of enslavement that threatens them from, the Nazi 
invasion. Let us hope that despite the wounds and 
injuries suffered by millions of Russian workers, 
peasants and intellectuals they will find the path to 
those untapped reserves of energy which every people 
preserves in the depths of its soul for just such fate- 
ful hours of its existence. 


I F SOVIET RUSSIA will successfully weather the 
coming few weeks without internal breakdown, 
the chance of an early Nazi victory will have been 
obviated irrespective of the showing of the Soviet 
army. Russia’s geography is one of its greatest as- 
sets in time of war and the effect of the very siz 
of the army which Russia can mobilize should not 
be underestimated. Should Russia manifest a serious 
and sustained resistance, there will be no question 
that aid will be extend by the democratic countries. 
For England and the United States this will not be 
a matter of altruism. British and American people 
would have to lose every vestige of sense or become 
pathological masochists not to realize that a German 
victory in Russia would be followed by a redoubled 
offensive against England and then against the 
United States. Much as Bolshevism is hated and 
much as we may despise the ruling clique in the 
Kremlin, we would be fit for admission into an 
insane asylum if we were to let the Nazis gain con- 
trol of a sixth of the earth’s surface without raising 
a finger in Russia’s aid merely because of this hatred. 
Churchill has demonstrated his ability to repress 
within himself everything that can harm the pros- 
pects of a British victory. He suppressed old and 
justified dislikes when the fate of his country and 
of the world was at stake. His offer of British as- 
sistance to Soviet Russia only a few hours after the 
Nazi invasion began, will stand out as one of the 
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Above all and before 
all else, everything must be done to destroy world 
enemy number one and Churchill refused to think 
at this time of the dangers that may conceivably arise 
from Bolshevism after the Nazis are defeated. He 
did not play up to the rabid anti-Bolshevik elements 
in England and gave them no assurances that at the 
end of a victorious struggle against Germany, Russia 
would not be strong enough to seek political domi- 
nation of other lands. It is reasonable to assume 
that Churchill’s declaration was made after consulta- 
tion with Washington. It was too important and 
farreaching a matter to be decided without previous 
consultation between London and Washington. The 
statement of our Department of State that followed 
one day later substantiates this assumption of mutual 
understanding. 

It is hard to predict at this time the exact forms 
of the coming American aid to Russia. For some 
groups in the country, cooperation with Russia will 
- bea bitter pill to swallow. Isolationists have already 
begun their propaganda against American aid. This 
campaign will no doubt gain in volume in the com- 
ing weeks. Many Catholics who justly complain 
against the religious intolerance and persecution in 
Russia refuse to take into consideration the still 
greater danger to Christianity, and religious life in 
general, that stems from a victorious Nazism, and 
they will oppose aid to Russia. This opposition will 
have to be overcome. The administration in Wash- 
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ington will have to show even more courage than 
heretofore in leading the country along the only path 
that promises an effective defense. Every hour and 
every day must be utilized in making Hitler’s fight 
on two fronts more difficult and in hastening the 
day when England can begin an offensive on the 
continent of Europe. 


H’? WE BEEN given the choice in the matter 
whether we wished Soviet Russia to be forced 
into the war, we might have refused this gift. In the 
final analysis it is quite possible that it would have 
been better to defeat fascism without Soviet help. 
As Jews we have still fewer grounds to rejoice over 
Russia’s being drawn into the war. For whatever 
the final outcome of the fighting between Russia 
and Germany, the five million Jews living in Rus- 
sia will feel the full devastation of Hitler’s invasion 
much more than the other parts of Russia’s popula- 
tion. 

But it is not a matter of choice. History has de- 
creed that England, the United States and every 
country and people that refuses to become enslaved 
for generations do everything possible to prevent 
Hitler from seizing the vast territories of Soviet 
Russia as a base for world conquest. Only those 
whose reason has been dulled and whose vision has 
been blinded will fail to abide by this decree of 
history. 


THEY FIGHT FOR THE SOUL OF FREEDOM 


by Norman Angell 


Address delivered on June 25th before the wind-up 
rally of the National Labor Committee for Palestine. 


LTHOUGH I have been a member of the Brit- 

ish Labor Party for twenty-five years and I have 
sat in the House of Commons for that party, and al- 
though I happen, as a member of the Labor Party in 
that House, to have advocated the cause of Palestine, I 
can never stand up before a Jewish audience without 
a deep sense of apology, a sense of apology for the 
errors and mistakes and even the crimes which my 
government has committed. I am not unaware of 
the errors which the British Government has com- 
mitted in Palestine, but if I do not talk about them 
much these days it is because, as Churchill said the 
other day, “we must forget our yesterdays if we are 
not to sacrifice our tomorrows.” We have to forget 
some of the wrongs of the past in facing the grave 
problems of the present and the future. 

But I would like to say this about the errors of 
my government in Palestine. First of all, that 
throughout the whole period of the Palestinian Man- 
date, it has always been possible for every English- 


man, any Englishman, freely to criticize his govern- 
ment, to agitate on your behalf, and hundreds of 
thousands have done so, I myself being a humble 
member of that great community of English critics 
of British policy in Palestine. In Parliament, in the 
press, in books, we have carried on that criticism of 
our government, and carried it on knowing that no 
concentration camp will await us and that no Ge- 
stapo is going to silence us. 

And the second point I would make about those 
errors is this, that in these errors of the British Gov- 
ernment—manifest errors—these last twenty years, 
particularly the last ten years of appeasement, the 
British people have suffered even more bitterly than 
the people of Palestine. Your turn may come to 
suffer something of what my people have been en- 
during for twenty months now, but you know what 
my people have suffered these last twenty months. 
Those of the Labor Party who sit in the government 
beside Churchill know that these miseries and these 
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agonies and torments that they now endure, they 
would not have endured if only those of us who 
have preached resistance to Hitler from the early 
hour had been listened to at an earlier date. We 
know that. But we have to forget how many errors 
those who sit beside us have made. 

I hear in this country sometimes—I think we shall 
hear less about it in the future—that this war which 
has been going on is just a war of two imperialisms, 
and particularly that it is a war of British imperial- 
ism. I wonder how those who make that accusation 
so constantly have read the history of the last few 
years in Britain. This war, the resistance to Hitler 
which brought it on, has come, as you know, mainly 
from the left, mainly from the Labor Party. If the 
forces of reaction and imperialism had been left to 
themselves, do you know what would have been hap- 
pening today? Russia would have been sold out 
and a bargain would have been made with Hitler if 
it had not been for the forces, the popular forces, 
of Great Britain represented mainly in the Labor 
Party. 

The resistance to Hitlerism has been what brought 
on the war, the resistance of the great popular forces 
in Britain. The imperialists were the appeasers and 
the backers of the policy of appeasement, of making 
bargains with the aggressors, first of all in Japan, 
then in Italy, then in Spain, then in Austria, then in 
Czechoslovakia. That policy of appeasement came 
from the right, the Tories, the conservatives, the im- 
perialists, and was resisted by the Labor Party. If the 
imperialists had gone on with that policy, the free- 
dom of the world would have been sold out to Hitler 
and resistance would not now be maintained. 

I don’t see, therefore, how it is possible to main- 
tain that this is a war of imperialism. This is the war 
of the British people who know that if Hitler's power 
spreads any more, those labor rights for which we 
have fought and which my people in the past have 
paid for in sweat and blood and toil and tears would 
have been suppressed by the spread of Hitlerian 
power unless a stand was made. That stand was de- 
manded by the popular forces, by the Labor Party. 
And that stand brought on the war. 

The Labor Party accepts the responsibility for the 
resistance made so late. If only we had done ten 
years ago what we are doing now! If only we had 
defended China in 1931 before the rise of Hitler, as 
we are aiding China today, there would have been 
no wat. 

I don’t think that this country yet quite realizes, 
how the English people have managed together. 
Our situation—or your picture of it—is obscured by 
what I might call the feudal facade, because there is 
a monarchy, because there is a House of Lords which 
hasn’t any power, because there are Lords, and so on. 
People think that the labor movement has made no 
progress. A great many in this country make that 
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mistake. And I want to remind them of the few 
facts which prove how profound that mistake is. 

Sometimes I am asked by American friends: 
“When are you going to liberate your people from 
the system of privilege which exists in your country?” 
In reply I ask them: “Do you realize that Britain is 
the only country in the world, not excluding Rus- 
sia, that in the last fifteen years has on two occasions 
put the whole government of the state in the hands 
of organized labor, of the trade unions?” Perhaps 
there are some who don’t quite realize that that thing 
has happened, that twice the government of Eng- 
land has been handed over to the Labor Party. If 
in this country it were proposed to put the adminis- 
tration entirely in the hands of the labor movement, 
I think that you would regard that as a somewhat 
revolutionary suggestion. 

But the thing has happened in Britain. And the 
point about it is that many refused to see that any- 
thing had happened, because the King received 
these people and the old feudal forms went on. But 
we say to those who want their titles, “Oh, keep 
them, provided we get the reality.” 

I wonder how many realize that most of the local 
governments of Great Britain are in the hands of 
organized labor, that the Labor Party controls the 
government of most of the great cities of Great 
Britain—that Herbert Morrison is the Prime Minis- 
ter of London, as we call him, and the Chairman of 
the London Labor Party. Herbert Morrison stands 
at the head of the whole city government of Great 
Britain, of what we call the London County Council. 
He is the Mayor LaGuardia of London, a labor man, 
the Chairman of the London Labor Party. 

This fact is disguised because when you go, for 
instance, to the city for which I sat in the House of 
Commons—Bradford, the textile city—and you are 
received by the Lord Mayor in a gold chain and gor- 
geous robes, and everybody calls him “my Lord,” you 
may not know perhaps that in his private hours he is 
a boilermaker or an official of the boilermakers’ 
union. And why shouldn’t he be called “My Lord?” 

I wonder how many realize that the biggest big 
business existing in Great Britain is not a capitalist 
business at all, that it is the great consumers’ co- 
operatives which are run entirely by manual workers, 
not even by the white collar folk, and that this great 
organization runs twelve thousand local retail stores. 
That would correspond to a store system in this 
country—given the difference in population—of 
forty thousand retail stores. Now there is, so far as 
I know, no chain store business in this country that 
has forty thousand retail stores, or anything near to 
it. But in Britain, distributed business of that order 
exists and has been built up entirely by organized 
labor; it is run by them and today is the greatest of all 
the big businesses in Great Britain. 

Put these three factors together, that on two 
occasions the government of England has actu- 
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ally been taken over by organized labor, that most of 
the great cities are today run by organized labor, that 
the biggest big business in the country is run by or- 
ganized labor or by members of that movement, and 
I think you’ve got proof that the mere fact of its 
being a monarchy, the mere fact of the existence of 
the House of Lords which doesn’t have any real 
power, that these things do not alter the fact that 
underneath these outside appearances there has 
grown up within that ancient democracy a real power 
of the people, and that they are today resisting Hitler 
because they know that this system which they have 
built up, these trade union rights, would be abolish- 
ed, utterly weakened and would disappear in twenty- 
four hours if that fortress they now maintain with 
the courage of their hands and their brains were to 
fall to the evil power which confronts them accross 
the channel. 


I THINK THAT the popular forces of Britain have 

stood well against this evil power. The English 
are a religious people. They have a deep moral in- 
sight which arose late, it is true. And they have given 
practical evidence of a truth which not all of us yet 
realize, that if we are not prepared to defend the 
rights of others, the time will come when it is a 
physical impossibility to defend our own. I have 
sometimes illustrated that by saying that only when 
Christiandom has learned the rights of the Jew, will 
it have learned to defend its own rights, and not be- 
fore! If you want to know today why twenty de- 
mocracies have been overrun and laid postrate under 
the heel of an evil force, it is for a very simply reason. 
When others began to be destroyed, when China 
was invaded, when later Abyssinia, Austria and 
Czechoslovakia were overrun, we said: “Oh, it’s no 
affair of ours that others should suffer violence. We 
have no obligation to defend others.” Hitler knew 
that so long as the nations that surrounded him said 
that, so long as each of them said the wrongs of the 
others are no affair of ours, they were all at his mercy. 


Hitler was surrounded by twenty states. The non- 
German Europe is far more powerful than German 
Europe. With that cynism which has always marked 
him, Hitler said: “We know that Europe, non-Ger- 
man Europe, is much more powerful than we are. 
We can destroy it. Why? Because we can divide 
it, destroy it in detail, these twenty states. We will 
take Number One. What will the other nineteen 
do? They will say that the attack on Number One 
is no affair of theirs, that they will be neutral, isolat- 
ed, stand by and wait. And we shall destroy Number 
One in complete security. When we have done that 
we will add its resources to our own and then com- 
mence on Number Two. The remaining eighteen 
will say it is no affair of ours, these wrongs to 
others do not concern us. And we shall destroy Num- 
ber Two, then take Number Three. Thus we will 
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go down the line and we will destroy them all.” That 
is why Continental Europe has been destroyed! 


ECAUSE WE wouldn't listen to the cries of the 
children in distant China ten years ago, we have 
now to listen’ to the cries of the children coming 
every morning from the ruins which the invader has 
made of our homes. 

This morning and almost every morning, until 
Russia entered the field, English parents had to dig 
with their bare hands to recover the dead bodies of 
their children. They came to that because they 
would not move for the defense of others. Let us 
hope that other nations may not learn the lesson too 
late. 


B" NOW this lesson will be jeopardized by a 
new moral confusion. You will hear that Rus- 
sia is a godless country, that Russia is not a Christian 
country, and you will be told that we ought not to 
stand for the defense of Russia. Russia is entitled, 
as all peoples are entitled, to the right to life, to the 
right not to be destroyed as a nation or as a com- 
munity by evil violence, and so long as it respects 
the similar right of others, it should be defended, 
with others, against the violence which would des- 
troy them. 

Russia won't be any less godless if it is brought 
under the dominion of Hitler! Those of us, and I 
am one, who were not greatly taken with the form 
in which socialism was working out in Russia, made 
a mistake when we began to speculate as to which 
was the greater evil—Bolshevism, Fascism or Naz- 
ism. We should have said, which is the more dan- 
gerous to free civilization? 

Events have shown which is the more dangerous, 
—the Nazi evil against which we have to stand. 

If Russia goes down and the great resources of 
that country are thrown against Britain, we know 
what is likely to happen. Incidentally, if Russia 
comes within the power of Germany, the Nazis will 
be brought within a few dozen miles of the United 
States. Look at a map of the Bering Sea and you will 
note that Russian stations are now about that distance 
from the United States posts in Alaska. If Russia 
too goes under the heel of the Panzer division, the 
three thousand miles of ocean that the isolationists 
talk about will be reduced to a few hours’ canoeing 
distance. Germany will be brought very near to 
America, on both sides of the ocean. 

That is one fact. But it is even less important than 
the fact that if Russia can be knocked out, vast re- 
sources will then be thrown against Great Britain. 
And if Britain falls, if the British ports are knocked 
to pieces so that ships can’t enter, if London is razed 
and Coventrized, if water systems and railroads are 
destroyed, there will be created in London a Vichy 
government, a puppet regime made up from the 
scourings of the jails. Winston Churchill, in that 
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moment, would die from a curious and sudden attack 
of pneumonia, and the other leaders who resisted 
would be on the road to an unknown concentration 
camp. If Hitler thoroughly scours English jails, hewill 
find his Lavals and his Darlans. He will set them up 
and then he will say: “Not one pound of food reaches 
the British people until the British fleet returns from 
Canada and the United States.” To the United States 
he will say: “The British fleet has fled to your shores. 
The English people starve by famine, because Britain 
is not, like France, relatively self-sufficient. She can’t 
live a month without imported food. They won't get 
it until the fleet returns.” He will say that because he 
knows that after he has made himself master of what 
is now the British Empire he must have command of 
the sea. If he does not, then every conquest he has 
made will be placed in jeopardy. Hitler has read the 
history of Napoleon. He knows that Napoleon was 
conquered by storm-tossed ships that he never saw, 
and Hitler knows that nothing which he has con- 
quered, no victory of his, will be secure if the com- 
mand of the sea passes to the United States. 


At the moment when it is clear that he is ready to 
use his vast conquests and the power of a billion con- 
quered people to prevent the command of the sea 
from going to America, the United States will fight, 
if it has not fought before. And fighting at that 
moment may wish, as Churchill’s colleagues have 
wished so tragically these last two years, that the 
thing which had to be done should have been done 
earlier when the chances of doing it easily and suc- 
cessfully were so much greater. 

This is the situation facing America. That is what 
will probably happen if Russia falls and the great 
resources of Russia are thrown into the reduction of 
the British fortress. 


a” THAT fight which the English people now 
maintain, Jews too will shortly have to take their 
part. Palestine has become a vital link in the great 
strategic chain. Your young men will stand side by 
side with ours, fighting this evil power, and they will 
fight as the Jews in history have so often fought, 
knowing that if the fortress falls there is not a Jew in 
the whole world whose rights will not be put in 
mortal peril, knowing that the Nuremberg Laws will 
spread over the earth without any doubt if this fort- 
ress which we hold together, your people and ours, is 
not maintained. 

I don’t like the phrase about the “Battle of Brit- 
ain.” It is no battle of Britain that is being fought 
over the air in England. Those young men flanked 
by your young men on the other side of Europe, hold 
in their hands not the fate of Britain; they hold at 
least the fate and the freedom of states like Norway, 
Denmark, Belgium, Holland, Greece, China, Yugo- 
slavia, of France, of Italy and of the German people. 
It is for their freedom too that we fight. We fight in 
order that your children shall walk upright and un- 
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afraid, not followed, not having to look over their 
shoulders to see whether the secret police follow, not 
afraid as so many million parents and families are 
afraid tonight in Continental Europe, to talk even 
before their children for fear that the children shall 
denounce them to the Gestapo. 

My people fight because they know that they de- 
fend elementary human rights, the rights they have 
won for labor, the rights of the trade unions. They 
fight no battle of Britain. They fight for the ele- 
mentary rights of man, for freedom and its very soul. 
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WAR AND PEACE IN PALESTINE 


by Israel Mereminski 


ae CHIEF concern of Palestine Jewry, in war as 
in peace, is to defend the positions which it has 
created and to pave the way for vastly greater accom- 
plishments. The Palestine labor movement realizes 
that what it has done thus far and what it is about to 
do will cast the features of the future Jewish Com- 
monwealth. The existing Yishuv is but the forerun- 
ner of millions of Jews who must come to Palestine. 
The Yishuv is the restless driving force in Jewish life. 
It demands most and gives most. While it has re- 
ceived a pittance it nevertheless offers the maximum 
for the development of Jewish life. 

Those who defend and extend the Jewish Home- 
land in 1941, in the very midst of the second world 
war, know very well why they have come to Pales- 
tine. They realize that great dangers would stand in 
their way even in normal times, let alone in these 
days of titantic warfare. A picture of what Palestine 
may have to go through before this war is over looms 
in the face of the Yishuv, but very few outside the 
country are acquainted with the details of what is 
being done to strengthen our positions. 

War and destruction—this is the spectre haunting 
most peoples in wartime, but war and construction is 
the privilege of Palestine. To create a new life and 
protect it under war conditions is the tragic yet heroic 
prerogative of the immigrants and Chalutzim. It is 
not by accident that Hanita and Elon and Dan, in the 
Galilean hills, served as the starting point for the 
British and Free French drive in Syria. In recent years 
these neglected hills were redeemed by Jewish pion- 
eers who in themselves had become part of the “nat- 
ural resources” of the region, symbiotic elements of 
the soil they had revived. 

It is no chance phenomenon that the Australian 
advance guards preceding the British army during the 
first days of the penetration into Syria were accom- 
panied by “super-pioneers”—the Jewish farm work- 
ers, members of Jewish collectives and cooperatives 
who in the name of the Jewish people had labored so 
valiantly for two generations to build the Homeland. 
These pioneers were accustomed to work under a hail 
of enemy bullets and amidst agitated “race’’-poisoned 
fanatics. 

Men like these could not desert their homes, and 
since the outbreak of Arab riots five years ago, not a 
single Jewish settlement has been abandoned, even 
when the military authorities advised evacuation for 
the sake of safety, no one moved from Galilee. 

Immigration continues. In these days the influx is 
not as great as we desire or need, but it nevertheless 
does continue over hundreds of trails and bypaths 
across Europe and Asia. Last month, hundreds of 

refugees and Chalutzim came through Turkey. Scores 


came by boat, even the tiniest of vessels. Many broke 
through the iron walls at Basra where they had been 
stalled by the pro-Nazi regime of Iraq. Others trav- 
ersed the distance from Japan, via South Africa. 


There are thousands of unemployed workers un- 
adapted to the trades now in greatest demand, who 
because of age cannot be easily retrained. But Pales- 
tine needs more workers and defenders. Within the 
country, there is much migration and transformation 
of workers to suit the requirements of the hour. Seven 
thousand citrus workers have been absorbed in the 
labor settlements; 8,000 Histadrut members and new 
refugees have entered the building trades and road- 
making crews of Solel Boneh, which is fulfilling gov- 
ernment contracts. Solel Boneh has displayed an im- 
mense capacity, doing a large share of the public 
works which have untold economic and military im- 
portance. How large this activity is may be judged by 
the record: during the past 20 years, the Public 
Works Department expended LP. 16,000,000, while 
in the first war year it spent LP. 3,500,000 (approxi- 
mately $14,000,000). These projects were under- 
taken in every section of the country and required an 
intricate system of organization and supply. A high 
quality of technical skill, organizational ability and 
reliable personnel interested in doing the job as well 
as in the daily wage, is necessary for such an enter- 
prise. All these were provided by the Palestine labor 
movement. 


The Agricultural Union of the Histadrut has as- 
signed workers to outlying districts to cultivate land 
newly acquired by Jews. Thousands of workers are 
also sent to replace those who have volunteered for 
service in the British army. Transport cooperatives, 
including taxis and buses, replace the men who have 
enlisted in the army. Everything possible is done to 
assure uninterrupted transportation service. The 
growth of this industry is indicated by the fact that 
20 years ago there were only 400 workers in it 
while now there are 16,000. 


After long negotiations with the government on 
the part of the Jewish Agency and the Histadrut, 
Palestine has become a center producing civil and 
military commodities for itself and the neighboring 
countries. Now the government is endeavoring to 
procure the required raw materials. Manufacture of 
machine parts, metal goods and other items is pro- 
gressing rapidly. 

Industrial production has risen in Palestine. With 
September, 1939, rated as 100 the index figure rose to 
111 in June, 1940, then it fell to 95 due to the entry 
of Italy into the war. It rallied soon, and by Decem- 
ber 1940, reached 117, and now stands at 130. The 
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number of work-days rose about 20 per cent. This 
growth is due to the efficiency and workmanship of 
Jewish manufacturers and laborers. Only a great 
wave of immigration can bring to the land a greater 
upswing in the economic vitality of Palestine and the 
entire Near East. More manpower will open the 
avenues to more industrial and agricultural produc- 
tion as well as provide for the defense needs of the 
country. A vigorous tempo of immigration and work 
and arming the Yishuv is the crucial need of the 
country and will determine its role in the struggle for 
_ democracy. ; 

These tasks and processes give birth to ever-in- 
creasing problems which must be solved quickly. 
There is the constant problem of feeding the popula- 
tion and storing adequate reserves. There is the prob- 
lem of domestic production to offset loss in imports. 
There is the question of providing work and regulat- 
ing the labor market, of uncovering new water sup- 
plies, of manning the defense positions, and of ex- 
tending credits to industry. The hard-struck citrus 
groves represent a LP. 20,000,000 investment now 
and will be worth considerably more after the war; 
they required current inevstments and maintenance. 
In addition, the unemployed and families of war vic- 
tims must be helped. Jewish National Fund holdings 
must be worked, and large new stretches acquired im- 
mediately. A burning question is that of protecting 
the consumers from soaring prices, of regulating 
commerce, and maintaining the wage levels of work- 
ers in relation to the higher living costs. Thousands 
of families still wait for modern housing facilities 
which in these times of “shelter-culture” also help 
ward off bomb splinters. The families of army volun- 
teers must receive various types of assistance. 

Besides the physical side of Palestinian life, there is 
the continuing complex of cultural problems. The 
flowering of an indigenous Hebrew culture is visible 
among the bustle of war activities. Cultural and 
economic relations with the Arabs are receiving 
special consideration. 

The foregoing has been in the nature of an outline 
rather than a thorough presentation of the Palestine 
scene. They are the things that burden our best 
minds and hearts in Palestine, and should also be the 
concern of all those interested in the present and 
future of our people. 

It is a matter of record that while the Histadrut 
members and their families constitute 40 per cent of 
the Yishuv, their contributions to social aid institu- 
tions constitute 60 per cent of the total raised. This 
proves that certain sectors of the Yishuv still fall 
short of their obligations in sharing the wartime res- 
ponsibilities. In the political and social spheres, 
when controversies over power and control arise, the 
vested interests are always present, but in actually 
meeting our obligations to relieve suffering and want, 
some eminent citizens of Palestine are conspicuous by 
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their absence. It is therefore regrettable that in 
America a great deal of talk has been devoted to the 
internal “political reckonings” rather than to the 
material and moral problems in Palestine which are 
the alpha and omega of our historic struggle for a 
free Jewish existence. We hear in America, as in Pal- 
estine, in very exclusive but influential circles about 
thé master-key to Palestinian life held by the Histad- 
rut, that determines the proportion of representation 
in the Jewish quasi-governmental bodies, and fixes 
the living standards and immigration norms of the 
Yishuv. When the Syrian front must be guarded, the 
Histadrut is expected to do the job. When unem- 
ployed must be helped, or refugees placed, when new 
efforts must be made in any direction, no one denies 
the Histadrut the right to hold the key, on the 
contrary, the opposition becomes as inconspicuous as 
possible while the workers do their duty. But when it 
comes to ruling the Yishuv, governing the munici- 
palities or other responsible “political” matters, a hue 
and cry is raised against the ‘“Histadrut monopoly.” 


The Labor Party (Mapai) has not been scared by 
the charge of “monopoly,” nor will the full member- 
ship of the Histadrut relinquish its rights to cope with 
the social and economic problems that are ignored or 
inadequately treated by the government or other 
agencies. The matter of a living wage is a case in 
point. For the fourth time, the Histadrut has declared 
a “Redemption Fund” campaign, an emergency drive 
to finance work-projects for the unemployed. This 
self-taxation is super-imposed over the normal levies 
for the Unemployment Fund, Kupat Holim, and 
other mutual aid institutions. The Histadrut per- 
forms its duty to the workers despite the callousness 
of Palestine’s Four Hundred. But the Histadrut is not 
ready to concede political privileges to the Four 
Hundred. 

To the credit of the Yishuv, we must state here 
that a great improvement has been evidenced along 
these lines during the past year. The attempts of re- 
actionary elements to vitiate the democratic processes 
within the Yishuv have not succeeded. Their plot to 
ridicule the methods of proportional representation 
and do away with democracy by throwing dirt at the 
“Parties” and posing as non-partisans in the best style 
of certain European intriguers, has collapsed. The 
Yishuv’s strong sense of balance and democratic in- 
stinct has decided that the “Parties” were more valu- 
able as educational instruments and molders of social 
consciousness than the “Putsches” of casually united 
individuals who hate democracy and prefer autocracy 
instead. 

Thanks to this sane approach, the Yishuv has con- 
cluded the “Ruttenberg Affair” by adding representa- 
tives of organized parties and responsible bodies to 
the Executive Committee of the Vaad Leumi. These 
included the General Zionist Group B, Hapoel Ha- 
mizrachi and the Farmers’ Federation. The Vaad 
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Leumi has set up administrative departments for each 
function, and has appointed representative commit- 
tees to head each department. Over-all control and 
major policies are determined by an enlarged Vaad 
Leumi Executive. 

The above arrangement has attracted new groups 
to the center who will share in the responsibilities. 
Many new public figures have become activized, and 
close contact exists between the Yishuv and its lead- 
ership. 

While the new arrangements of the Vaad Leumi 
do not predicate a hundred per cent solution to the 
problem of leadership, they nevertheless assure a 
democratic set-up which is not self-seeking and does 
not aim to aggrandize one group at the expense of an- 
other. On the contrary, the Vaad Leumi, like the 
Zionist Organization and the Histadrut, has become a 
meeting-ground of differing viewpoints, where criti- 
cism and grievances may be freely aired. The funda- 
mental purpose will in this way be achieved—there 
will be an inner unity and a united front in facing the 
outside world. 

However, not long after the reorganization took 
place, a new and vociferous protest was heard. Some 
individuals within the General Zionist Group B be- 
gan to fight the majority of their own party and their 
own spokesmen in the Vaad Leumi. The Revisionists, 
for whom a place in the Vaad Leumi had been re- 
served, pending their decision to enter and abide in 
theory and in practice by the discipline of the Yishuv, 
began to argue among themselves. They simultan- 
eously sought more “unity” through new attacks on 
the Vaad Leumi. But most belligerent of all was the 
Mayor of Tel Aviv, Mr. Rokeach, for whom even the 
Zionist B Group is too “left.” The so-called Rokeach 
Group began to dictate its demands to the Yishuv; it 
insisted on the right to decide on legislative and poli- 
tical policies of the Yishuv—and that without elec- 
tions! 

The Rokeach Group was inflamed even further 
when not only the labor movement but all progres- 
sive and democratic sections of the Yishuv united to 
form a new Citizen’s Bloc to replace the old one 
controlled by the Mayor. Rokeach then issued an 
ultimatum which was relayed by the Jewish Tele- 
graphic Agency to the American public. The ulti- 
matum demanded no less than a complete recogni- 
tion of the Rokeach Group as the representative of 
the citizen’s (middle-class) elements that would 
govern the institutions and determine the policies of 
the Yishuv. The entire country, including the Zion- 
ist B-Group, rose in opposition to this outlandish 
proposal. The incident had repercussions for some 
time. 

Another opportunity for the conflict to emerge 
into the open came during the municipal election in 
Hadar Hacarmel. The Rokeach Group has in Haifa 
a number of supporters (former Revisionists and 
Group B), the Association of Home Owners, the 
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Nationalist Labor Organization (Revisionist), mid- 
dle-class groups and manufacturers. These were 
all welded into an anti-Histadrut bloc, and fought 
the democratic foundations upon which the Yishuv 
is built. The elections were bitterly contested. A 
revolution within the Zionist B Group is reported, 
with the old president being deposed. In brief, 
everything was done to eliminate “popular repre- 
sentation” and the “monopoly of the Histadrut.” 
Liberal standard-bearers were vehemently attacked. 
The results, however, showed that this united front 
of reaction polled only 15 percent of the votes, as 
against 47 percent for the labor ticket (about the 
same proportion as for a Zionist Congress election). 
The balance of the votes went to the democratic 
Zionists, Mizrachi, Hapoel Hamizrachi, and minor 
groups. 

The elections at Hadar Hacarmel smashed the 
bid for power made by the individualists who re- 
garded themselves as the only fit leaders of the 
Yishuv. It was a vivid example of how democracy 
has triumphed once again in Palestine. There still 
remain those who not only in form but in deed 
break the discipline of the Yishuv. We can cite 
those who continually petition the Palestine adminis- 
tration without regard for the consequences to the 
position of the duly authorized spokesmen of the 
Yishuv. But all these will be handled in due course, 
as was the “Putsch” of our own Four Hundred. 
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American Labor and the National Emergency 


by N. Pomerantz 


O N JUNE 5, eleven thousand employees of 
the North American Aviation Company of 
Los Angeles went out on strike. The dispute arose 
when the workers demanded a raise of twenty-five 
cents an hour, from 50 to 75. Although the dis- 
pute was being weighed by the National Defense 
Mediation Board, the local leaders of the union, 
which is a branch of the United Automobile Work- 
ers Union, decided not to wait for the decision 
of the Mediation Board and called the strike. The 
strike was condemned by the national officers of 
the union as unauthorized and unjustified and the 
strikers were advised to return to work. But the 
local leaders, well known communists, ignored the 
request of their national officers and refused to 
end the strike. 

The government, or, to be more exact, President 
Roosevelt, was confronted with a situation that re- 
quired an immediate solution. The problem con- 
sisted in whether an insignificant minority in the 
labor movement could be allowed to repudiate the 
will of the entire people and to sabotage a task 
that the entire nation believed to be essential to 
the freedom and defense of the country. Can a 
democratic order exist and function if it is to be 
hamstrung by a minority? 

There never lived a greater believer in democ- 
racy than Rousseau. No man ever believed in the 
rights of the individual more passionately than he 
did. Rousseau felt that “each man alienates by the 
social compact only such part of his power, goods 
and liberty as it is important for the community to 
control.” Yet even he conceded that “the Sovereign 
(the majority) is sole judge of what is important.” 
Democracy has never evolved a better rule for its 
successful fuctioning than this rule of Rousseau. 


Since the overwhelming majority of the Ameri- 
can people decided that its future depends on the 
rapid production of war materials for the defense 
of the country and for aid to England in halting the 
enemy, the question arose whether it has a right to 
enforce its will or it should permit a minority 
to paralyze its effort. Whether the views of 
the majority concerning the dangers facing the 
country were sound or not had no bearing on the 
question. 


Roosevelt could have broken the strike at the 
North American Aviation Company in the inter- 
ests of the owners. The mood of the country at 
the present is against strikes in defense industries. 
Since the beginning of the year an enormous 
amount of labor power has been lost in the defense 
industries as a result of strikes. Well aware of 
this condition, public opinion would have ap- 


proved any step taken by the President to put an 
end to this dangerous situation. But the President 
decided not to act in the interests of the employer 
but rather in the interests of the nation as a whole. 
He sent troops to occupy the plant which is since 
operated by the government. In doing so he laid 
down a labor policy which will remain in effect 
for the duration of the emergency. This policy 
can be summarized as follows: whenever the 
owners and their workers are unable to settle their 
differences either in direct negotiations or by means 
of the mediation machinery set up by the govern- 
ment, and a stoppage of production is threatened, 
the government will take over and operate the 
plant. 


5 ign POLICY does not satisfy either the ex- 
treme conservatives or the extreme radicals. 
The reactionaries would have preferred that Roose- 
velt should follow in the footsteps of president 
Cleveland’s suppression of the Pullman strike in 
1888. At that time Cleveland sent troops to 
break the strike in the interests of the employers. 
The reactionaries of today would have liked a re- 
petition of this policy—send troops to break the 
picket line and rely on the certain assumption that 
enough workers would return to work under the 
old conditions to operate the plant. Such is the 
argument of the National Association of Manufac- 
turers and also of the conservative press. The New 
York Times, for instance, pontificates editorially 
thus: “...The Federal Government merely reestab- 
lished the principle that while men are free to 
quit their jobs at will, they are not free forcibly 
to prevent other men from taking those jobs.” The 
interpretation of the Times 1s to what the govern- 
ment did do may be all cock-eyed, as it undoubted- 
ly is, but there can be no mistake as to what the 
Times would like the government to do actually. 

The extreme radicals, on the other hand, are also 
dissatisfied with the president’s policy. They inter- 
pret it as no more nor less than a nullification of 
the right to strike. It is not surprising that Com- 
munists employ this argument. If there were 
any use in debating with them, one could ask 
them why Soviet Russia, a workers’ state by their 
reckoning, does not allow strikes, if strikes are a 
sacred right of the workers. But those acquainted 
with the Communists and their activities are aware 
that they are not interested in the welfare of 
American workers. They are agents of the Stalin 
regime and will do and say as they are told to. 
When Stalin was interested in sabotaging Ameri- 
can defense industries to impress Hitler with his 
influence and power, Communists engaged in sabo- 
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tage. Now that Soviet Russia has been invaded, 
American labor would do well to remain on guard 
against the Communists because these will stop 
at nothing where the interests of their true father- 
land, Soviet Russia, are concerned. 


What was surprising was the reaction of the 
C.1.O. and Labor’s Non-Partisan League, or rather 
of those elements within these two organizations 
which are not under the influence of the Com- 
munists or of John L. Lewis’ personal vendetta 
against President Roosevelt. These knew very 
well that the President was the man who prevent- 
ed the employers from utilizing the national emer- 
gency in order to break the labor organizations. 
Ford’s recognition of the C.I.O. as the bargaining 
agent for his workers and his signing a contract 
with the United Automobile Workers, the col- 
lective bargaining agreements of the Bethlehem 
Steel Company and others are all due to the Presi- 
dent’s insistence on the enforcement of the Labor 
relations Act, the Magna Carta of American Labor. 
If the reactionaries will fail to pass the Vinson Bill 
or some similar measure that would prohibit labor 
from striking for the improvement of their work- 
ing conditions or to gain recognition, it will be 
due primarily to the influence of the President. 
Similarly credit belongs to the President for the 
successful conclusion of the soft coal miners’ 
strike which did away. with the wage differen- 
tial hitherto existing between the North and the 
South. This is the first case in the industrial 
history of the country, so far as I am aware, that 
workers in the South have gained the same wage 
level as those employed in the same industry in 
the North. It is doubtful whether this could 
have been attained were it not for the pro-labor 
atmosphere established and: maintained by Presi- 
dent Roosevelt. 


HE PRESIDENT did not halt class strife nor 
did he do away with collective bargaining be- 
tween labor and capital. Should the United States 
enter the war, the national emergency will assume 
sharper forms and all industrial strife may then 
be outlawed, as is the case in England. For the 
present, however, this is far from being the case. 
The only thing the President has done so far is to 
prevent the class differences from breaking out into 
open hostility and a resulting stoppage of pro- 
duction. The workers remain free to present what- 
ever demands they wish and to bargain with their 
employers. 


A more difficult question to answer at this time 
is what should labor demand without prejudicing 
the interests of the entire nation and also their 
own specific interests. Everyone will agree that 
Labor’s demands should be just. But what are 
“just” demands? This is a difficult question even 
in normal times, let alone during a period of war. 


‘ should be. 
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In peace time we would consider a demand just 
if industry can meet it from its current income. 
During war time, however, a country. does not 
spend only its current income. Utilization of past 
savings as well as mortgaging a good part of the 
future income is resorted to. Under such circum- 
stances the definition of just labor demands be- 
comes still more complicated. 

The best and possibly the only answer to this 
question is that labor will formulate its policy in 
accordance with the policy of the entire country in 
financing the war. If the administration will fin- 
ance the defense preparations with a maximum 
of economy, labor will then formulate its demands 
along similar lines. If, on the other hand, the 
accumulated resources of the past and the earnings 
of the future will be squandered in haphazard 
fashion, labor, too, will put no limit on its demands. 

We have seen a sample of the latter type of 
financing a war during the first world war. In his 
book “Taking Profits Out of War” Bernard Baruch 
declares that the United States spent 39 billion dol- 
lars on the war. Were the purchasing power of 
the dollar the same in wartime as it was in 1913, the 
expenditures would have amounted to only 13 bil- 
lion dollars. 

In such circumstances wages, too, had to rise. 
There were no strikes then. Employers worked 
on a basis of cost plus profit and had no objections 
to raising wages. The more labor earned, the 
greater the profit the employer garnered. But 
labor had little to show for its increased wages— 
the worker had to run fast in order to stand still. 
The inflated prices resulted in a concerted attack 
on labor unions after the war, and in an industrial 
crisis which brought hunger and humiliation to 
the workers and nearly ruined the entire nation. 


If this country is to be preserved from the catas- 
trophic convulsions attendant on post-war deflation, 
steps should be taken now to prevent price inflation 
that is characteristic of war time. Such steps would 
obviate post-war headaches, they would enable the 
entire nation to weather the war crisis with a 
minimum of inconvenience and would facilitate 
labor’s cooperation in the defense program with 
the least possible friction. If the government will 
take such steps, labor will easily solve the question 
concerning what its demands on the employers 
It will demand only such improve- 
ments as the employers can grant under the pre- 
vailing price level, and will refrain from de- 
mands that will tend to raise prices. It should be 
pointed out that under conditions of a war boom, 
loverhead expenditures are considerably reduced 
since plants operate twenty-four hours a day and 
marketing costs, such as commissions, advertising, 
etc., are proportionately cut. This enables the em- 
ployer to raise wages without raising the price of 
his product. 
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It thus becomes clear that President Roosevelt’s 
effort to avoid strikes during the emergency period 
will succeed only if it will go hand in hand with 
a strict control over prices. More than anything 
else we need at this time a strict price fixing law 
with the necessary machinery to enforce it effective- 
ly, and a price fixing commission possessing author- 
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ity and the initiative to employ its authority when- 
ever necessary. 


Only when these steps will be taken will the 
country be able to weather the crisis and labor will 
be able to cooperate loyally with the government 
in-carrying out the will of the people. 






by M. G. 


Woes ON the Rhine is the seat of the oldest 
Jewish community in Germany. The oldest 
German synagogue was to be found in Worms. The 
construction of this synagogue, founded by Jacob and 
his wife Rachel, was completed in 1304. Since then 
the Synagogue has known good times and bad, but it 
has always remained true to the purpose to which it 
had been dedicated. Till the year 1938. On the 
night of November 9, this synagogue, together with 
thousands of others in Germany, was consumed by 
flame. The house of God was burnt down. A part 
of the ceiling caved in, pulling down with it one of 
the two high columns. The stone frame of the Holy 
Ark with the three crowns, surmounted by the fourth 
larger crown—that of the Good Name—has re- 
mained standing, blackened by fire. 

A hole gapes in the wall where the Holy Ark had 
been. The scrolls of the Torah had withstood the 
flame but explosives were thrust between the books 
and they were so destroyed. There had been thirty- 
six scrolls in the Holy Ark. The famous scroll writ- 
ten on buckskin by Rabbi Meir of Rothenberg (died 
1293) during his imprisonment in Ensisheim, was 
among the scrolls destroyed. Legend tells that the 
scroll came down the Rhine in a boat to Worms 
where it was brought to land by Jewish seamen. 


The Rashi-chapel, built on the west wall, has also 
burned down. The Rashi chair is missing. There 
are reports that it was brought to safety. 

Above the corridor to the Women’s synagogue was 
a room first used as a community hall, and later as a 
small Jewish museum. The objects kept there bore a 
close relationship to the Worms community. There 
were many valuable documents—the Kaiser's Priv- 
ileges from 1562 to 1766, letters of safe conduct, let- 
ters of protection, a Jewish regulation of the city of 
Worms dated 1552. There were also specimens of 
the art of Worms’ silversmiths, magnificent goblets 
owned by the Chevrah Kadisha. The oldest, a superb 
Renaissance goblet, bore the mark, 1609. 

In one case was to be found the Maase Nissim 
book of Juspa Schammes, the “Green Book” in which 
many important events from 1563 on, had been re- 
corded. In addition there were many Minhag books, 
and finally the two precious prayer-books of Simcha 


Ben Jehuda of the 13th century. These were in- 
scribed on parchment and were richly illuminated 
with colored letters and decorations. 

Whether these treasures were saved I could not 
discover on the day when I visited my home city for 
the last time in order to bid it farewell before emi- 
grating. 

Whereas the remains of all burned synagogues in 
Germany had been thrown. down and levelled with 
the earth, the ruins of our House of Worship still 
stood. - Had they not dared to touch them? 

A high wooden fence surrounded the wreckage. 
Signs announced that admittance was strictly for- 
bidden. 

I took the familiar path to the Home for the Aged 
that stood behind the synagogue in the garden. 
From there I could reach the synagogue—once a 
place of devotion—now a scene of horror. 

I went up to the spot where formerly the two eter- 
nal lights had burned. In contrast to the other 
places, two eternal lights used to be lit in Worms in 
memory of the Schne Orchim, the two strangers who, 
when the Black Death raged in the middle ages, and 
the Jews of Worms were accused of having poisoned 
the wells, took the guilt upon themselves, and saved 
the community of Worms through their death by fire 
on the stake. 

There I said Kaddish for the last time. Then I 
loosened a few small stones from the ruins of the 
Holy Ark, pressed them to me and left the sacred 
place as well as the city on the Rhine where I had 
been born, and which had been the dwelling place of 
my family for four hundred years. 
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ONCOCTING UTOPIAS has been a diversion 
of the human spirit ever since man grew smart 
enough to perceive that all was not well in his corner 
of the universe. Sometimes the Utopia got situated 
in the remote past, as the Golden Age of the ancient 
Greeks, when mankind was innocent blest. Or it 
might be put off for some undetermined future as 
were most of the ideal commonwealths beginning 
with Plato’s Republic on to the more popular phan- 
tasies for which Sir Thomas More set the style. But 
all these schemes for perfection have one quality in 
common—their locale is the long ago, or the far- 
away—like the lost island of Atlantis, the earthly 
paradise of medieval legend—or the “some day” of 
the future. Jewish Utopias, however, are different. 
Herzl’s Altneuland is characteristically set in the pre- 
sent. The book was composed in 1902, the setting 
of its vision was 1923. Only twenty years were al- 
lowed for the final realization of the dream—a span 
of time which coincides with the natural life expect- 
ancy of Herzl’s own generation. Jewish troubles 
were too pressing and acute to allow the formation of 
some distant scheme of salvation. Consequently, 
even the Utopostic vision assumes an urgent and 
immediate character. Another characteristic of most 
Utopias is also lacking. Utopia—etymologically— 
is “no-place.” Only “no-place” is lovely enough to 
warrant the dream spun by More, or William Mor- 
ris, ot Bellamy. But the Jewish Utopia is quite defini- 
tely some place. Its locality in space is as well-defined 
as in time. What is true of Herzl is in some measure 
true of all recent Zionist speculation about the “per- 
fect state” whose realization appears as an immediate 
political task as well as a sociological mediation. 


Herzl’s Altneuland*—an excellent translation of 
which has just appeared in English—has the edge 
on most Utopias (always excepting the disconcert- 
ing eruption of the Soviet Union on the Marxist land- 
scape) of actually being tried out. In 1941, we are 
well equipped to judge the vision of Palestine, 1923, 
conceived in 1902. The most effective tribute one 
can pay the “fable” is that it strikes one as a soberer 
document in retrospect than it could possibly have 
seemed to a startled reader in 1902. So much of 
the dream came to pass; so much was foretold truly, 
that one wonders more ‘at the occasions when the 
prophetic spirit faltered, than at those where it saw. 

Most striking is the verisimilitude of the physical 
picture to the actuality. From the moment that 
Frederich arrives at the Suez Canal to discover mod- 
estly that Port Said is no longer a teeming city be- 
cause people travel to Asia via Palestine having 


~ *Old New Land by Theodore Herzl. Translated by Lotta Levensohn. Bloch 
Pub. Co. 296 pp. $2.50. 


JEWISH FRONTIER 


SOME ZIONIST UTOPIAS 


by Marie Syrkin 


abandoned the Suez Canal, the outline is brilliant 
and bold. Haifa is a great port. Mount Carmel is 
dotted with white villas. Electricity is provided by 
great power stations from the Jordan and the Dead 
Sea. The miracle wrought by the introduction of 
modern technology, of advanced agricultural and 
industrial methods is complete. Great cities and 
thriving villages have risen from the marsh and 
sand. Herzl’s picture of the transformation of a 
barren, backward countryside into a blooming land 
utilizing every device provided by recent scientific 
discovery is extraordinarily accurate. The fact that 
Palestine today is still a long way from the pin- 
nacle of perfection sketched by Herzl’s daring 
imagination is unimportant. Fundamentally he 
was right. In far slighter measure than he antici- 
pated, the miracle has been achieved. Tel-Aviv, 
new Jerusalem, and Haifa are not the wonder- 
cities described in Herzl’s engaging romance, but 
they are there. No electric overhead trains have 
solved Haifa’s traffic problem as in Alt-Neuland 
—auto buses still climb up the slope of Mount 
Carmel—but the fact that there are Jewish homes 
on the mountain—not quite so resplendent as the 
gleaming villas Frederick saw—makes Herzl’s es- 
sential vision true. 

Even the new order established anticipates much 
of the actual development. Herzl didn’t know 
about &vutzoth, but his ideal society is what he 
calls “mutualistic.” There are consumer’s cooper- 
atives; peasants and artisan’s cooperatives; a co- 
operative press; the principle of the cooperative 
is basic to the economic order envisaged by Herzl. 
There is no private ownership of land. It reverts 
back to the state or the principle of a Jewish Na- 
tional Fund lease. Nevertheless, Herzl is no so- 
cialist. He is careful to describe his society as a 
“mediate form between individualism and collectiv- 
ism,” where the individual is “neither ground 
between the millstones of capitalism, nor decapi- 
tated by socialist levelling,” and where he endures 
no “despotism whether monarchistic or socialistic.” 
Petty trade or peddling are non-existant, despite the 
fact that there is no embargo on private enter- 
prise, because great department stores were opened 
at once; mass production and distribution were 
instituted from the outset, making the emergence 
of a class of petty tradesmen pointless and un- 
profitable. Not only modern technological meth- 
ods flourish in Altneuland but the most ad- 
vanced sociological reform; criminals are re-cdu- 
cated instead of being punished. “Professional 
politican” is a libellous term. There is a complete 
system of popular education, ending in “Zion Uni- 
versity.” Even old maids are taken care of, being 
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no longer objects of ridicule or compassion, but 
useful workers in departments of social service— 
a kind of spinster Hadassah. Women, of course, 
enjoy equal rights of suffrage because they had par- 
ticipated in the labor of rebuilding the land. And, 
finally, there is a delightful anticipation of the 
course of radio advertising, where a telephonic 
newspaper follows a new bulletin with the an- 
nouncement that “best grades of diamonds may be 
purchased at Samuel Kohns.” 

Much criticism has been levelled at Alinew- 
land because it is insufficiently “Jewish.” The 
languages spoken are European, not Hebrew. The 
architecture is Belgian or English. The great plazas 
are Italian. ‘Just like the Riviera” is the greatest 
expression of enthusiasm which comes to the be- 
holder’s lips. The Jewish land is a kind of ex- 
quisite mosaic composed of the most precious bits 
of the Western civilization Herzl loved. It is a 
place where Jews shed all the disagreeable traits 
of the Diaspora and become as dignified, as refined, 
as truly elegant as the most distinguished English 
lords or ladies. Some detestable “Jewesses with 
diamonds,” apparently Herzl’s special peeve, make 
their appearance as a kind of foil to the exquisite 
human beings created by the new society. 


Ahad-Ha’am’s classic attack on Altneuland for 
its lack of “Jewishness” is in this sense justified. 
Altneuland, just as it reveals the immensity and 
sweep of Herzl’s Zionist passion, also reveals his 
greatest limitation. Herzl was driven to Zionism 
not because he was outraged in his dignity as a Jew 
but in his dignity as a Viennese gentleman. He 
can only meet the urbane European world that 
he admires on equal terms if, he is himself the mem- 
be of just such a world. That is why the society 
that he envisages is a kind of distillation of all that 
is best in that alien world. All the crudities of 
demeanor, all the vulgarities, all the uglinesses 
which repelled him among his fellow-Jews are re- 
fined away—but what remains is not some pure 
essence of Jewry but a product courtlier than any 
courtier—the ideal European gentleman, or peas- 
ant, or artisan as the case may be. One feels that 
Altneuland is a place where Herzl will be obliged 
to blush no more for any disagreeable character- 
istics Jews may possess. Without the pressure of 
anti-Semitism, they will be neither too arrogant 
nor too servile; they will develop as unstunted per- 
sonalities, but these personalities will not be specif- 
ically Jewish. They will be rather glorified ver- 
sions of the beings Herzl admired in the salons 
of Vienna or Paris. That is why Hebrew does 
not occur to him as the natural language of the 
new Jewish land. He mentions Yiddish several 
times but never with sympathy. Had Herzl’s 
conception not been ‘so exact and detailed 
in other respects one might legitimately as- 
sume that he left the question of language to the 
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future, but since he showed no such intellectual 
prudence in any other respect, this explanation 
hardly holds. However, there is no need to exag- 
gerate this aspect of the question. That a man of 
Herzl’s background and training reached the af- 
firmation of Zionism on so grandiose a scale is 
far more extraordinary than that there should be 
perfectly intelligible lacks in his conception. 

What Herzl failed to take into account in his 
Utopia was the irrational human psyche—perhaps 
that’s why it’s Utopia. He was amazingly right in 
his forecast as to what human intelligence and 
energy could achieve. He made inadequate allow- 
ance for the wretched, as well as glorious, human 
souls. In Altneuland there is no Arab problem. 
Jews live on terms of exquisite harmony with their 
Arab neighbors because, as one charming Arab 
character puts it, Jewish immigration was “a great 
blessing for us all.” The blessings that Herzl 
enumerates came to pass, and it would have been 
reasonable to assume that the mutual recognition 
of the blessing would also have appeared on the 
scene, but—we know better. 

Herzl shows the same optimism in regard to the 
question of anti-Semitism. As soon as Jews began 
to leave Europe in large masses, there was a fe- 
markable amelioration of the Jewish situation. 
Freed from Jewish competition, the Christian would 
become more amiably disposed towards those Jews 
who did not join the exodus. The deep-rooted 
cancer of Jew-hatred was at last exorcised. Here 
again Herzl fails to take into account that rational 
results cannot be expected to evolve from condi- 
tions for which there are irrational causes. Pins- 
ker’s diagnosis of anti-Semitism as an “inherited 
psychic aberration” is considerably profounder. 

If Herzl failed to make allowance for Arab and 
Christian “human nature” he also erred in regard 
to the Jews. According to “Altneuland,’ once 
the plan of the new society was explained, huge 
masses of Jews went in planned, organized fashion 
to Palestine. The funds were subscribed; the 
homes were alloted. Jewish intellectuals and tech- 
nicians prepared the way. The scheme was so ob- 
viously wise, good and feasible that all Israel 
flocked to the standard. To prepare for this mass 
immigration, Arab natives drained the swamps and 
irrigated the soil and then the development of the 
land took place on a great scale according to a 
great plan. 

Well, that’s another thing that didn’t turn out 
according to the blueprint. The Jews didn’t flock 
in masses when that might have been possible. 
The Arabs did no draining of marshes. Every- 
thing was invested slowly, painfully, heroically by 
a few. Amid the glories that Herzl envisaged, 
one glory escaped him—that of the halutz. 

Herzl was not only the Zionist prophet who 
failed to take the role of the Jewish worker into 
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sufficient account. Ahad-Ha’am was another. Ahad- 
Ha’am had “Jewishness” enough to spare. If Herzl 
expected Palestine to “Europeanize” Jewry, Ahad- 
Ha’am expected his “spiritual center” to Hebraize 
the whole diaspora. But the thinker who felt that 
one Hebrew University was worth more than a 
hundred colonies was inevitably bound to minimize 
the part to be played by the Jewish worker. Ahad- 
Ha’am like Herzl expected the “natives” to do the 
pioneering work. But Ahad-Ha’am went further. 
He declared that there could be no Jewish rural pro- 
letariat, and that it was not desirable for such a 
proletariat to come into being. A “spiritual center” 
could get along without a Jewish peasantry. 

In his “Brochure on Pinsker,” the sedate Ahad- 
Ha’am permits himself a fanciful speculation, a 
kind of embryonic Utopia which is as romantic as 
anything concocted by the turbulent and dramatic 
Herzl. Ahad-Ha’am’s vision begins with the crucial 
postulate that we must imagine that “there is no 
anti-Semitism.” Jews don’t need a Jewish land, 
but a few idealists wish to live like Jews. They 
go to Palestine, study Jewish culture and Hebrew, 
and have children. Their children go to European 
Universities where they meet “Germans of the 
Mosaic persuasion.” These German Jews become 
so enchanted with Hebrew-speaking Palestinians, 
that they visit Palestine. It becomes fashionable 
to take trips to Palestine and study Hebrew. Pal- 
estine thus becomes a refuge not for Jews but for 
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Once that is admitted one can manage without a 
Jewish State, or mass immigration, or a rural pro- 
letariat, and the “spiritual center” becomes quite 
plausible. Unfortunately, Ahad-Ha’am puts too 
great a strain on the imagination, a far greater 
one than Herzl. 


Curiously enough, the most sober and realistic 
of the Zionist Utopists have been those “irrespon- 
sible enthusiasts’—the Zionists socialists. The ex- 
citing drama of Borochov’s conception of elemental 
forces driving the Jews inevitably to Palestine is do- 
ing all too well on the world stage. The function of 
the Jewish worker in the rebuilding of Palestine 
was estimated correctly only by the socialist dream- 
ers. True, the author of the “Jewish Socialist 
State” presaged that the four hour work day would 
suffice. Even the spokesman of the proletariat did 
not realize how much blood and toil were to go 
into the beginnings of the Jewish homeland, but the 
essential elements of a cooperative society, based on 
an agricultural proletariat, flourishing in a Hebrew- 
speaking, authentically “Jewish” environment was 
sketched most faithfully by the most visionary 
wing of all. 


How much less Palestine today is than all these 
dreams, and how much more! A small, struggling 
land with a scant half-million Jews, but even the 
most exalted of the prophets did not foresee the 
shiploads of “illegal” refugees fleeing to Palestine 
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harbors, or Youth Alyah, or the great concentra- 
tion of battling hosts around that small spot. We 
have not willed it, but it is no fable. 


Judaism. 
This little phantasy has only one thing wrong 
with it—the initial “There is no anti-Semitism.” 
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. . . in a progressive Jewish national environment, congenial and 
intelligent comradeship, and a social and cultural program to meet 
your needs and interests? 


. in “doing something” about the many problems confronting us 
as Americans and as Jews? 


. in helping the Histadrut in Palestine,—our pioneering vanguard, 
—in the upbuilding of the Jewish homeland there? 


. in a fraternal program based on self- help and mutual aid, 
whereby the member and his family can receive the benefits of low 
cost cooperative life insurance, and disability, hospitalization and 
juvenile insurance? 

5. ...inanactive Jewish organization that combines all these features 
in an attractive and interesting manner? 


IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR ALL THESE THINGS, YOU CAN FIND 
THEM ONLY IN THE JEWISH NATIONAL WORKERS’ ALLIANCE,— 
THE LABOR ZIONIST FRATERNAL ORDER! 


Write for more Information. 








General Office: 
251 Fourth Ave. 
New York City 
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TURREY FULLOWS SUTT 


by Shalom Hektin 


HE GERMAN invasion of Russia has over- 
shadowed another important political develop- 
ment that had taken place at about the same time. 
I refer to the pact of friendship that was signed be- 
tween Turkey and Germany. This pact aroused a 
great deal of bitterness in England as was indicated 
by the stormy session of Parliament when Churchill 
had to employ extraordinary measures to put an end 
to the debate and to prevent an outburst of protest 
against Turkey, a country officially still an ally of 
England. 

British spokesmen do not conceal their deep dis- 
appointment. But Churchill and Eden no doubt 
had good reasons for attempting to minimize the 
value of the pact. They obviously did not wish to 
add fuel to the fire and to weaken still further an al- 
liance which is already pretty thoroughly under- 
mined. Political wisdom justified such a course of 
not aggravating a formally friendly power, and 
who knows what may happen in the future? Many 
surprising things have happened during this war and 
Turkey may yet end up on the right side of the fence. 

It would nevertheless be unwise to ignore the 
Turkish-German pact. It indicates that Turkish 
policy is in a process of change. It is a known fact 
that Hitler dislikes half-way measures. The Nazis 
have succeeded in putting a foot into Turkish po- 
litical life and it is clear that they will try to ex- 
ploit this advantage in the direction of bringing 
Turkey completely within their orbit. 

There are indications that the Turkish people are 
not exultant about this new development. Nor did 
the government rejoice over the pact. Turkey fears 
Germany more than ever and because of this great 
fear it entered into friendly relations with Germany 
and undermined a previous alliance. This is the 
strange logic and peculiar moral atmosphere of po- 
litical life in a world threatened by totalitarianism. 
Turkey also signed a similar treaty with Italy, a 
country even more hated than Germany. And this 
treaty too still further undermines the previous com- 
mitments to England which is the only country that 
Turkey really trusts today. 

Turkey feels surrounded and pressed to the wall 
and formulates its policy from a “realistic” angle. It 
follows with tense interest the ups and downs of the 
fortunes of war. Turkey’s attitude toward Britain 
is entirely determined by the latter’s chances of win- 
ning the war. It is therefore strange that the pact 
with Germany was signed at this time when Britain’s 
position in the East has considerably improved. Dur- 
ing the anti-British rebellion in Iraq, Turkey’s faith 
in a British victory was considerably shaken. But 
that rebellion was suppressed. Britain’s position in 
Africa has similarly improved. And finally the ad- 


vance of the English and Free French into Syria is 
gradually putting an end to the rule of Vichy in this 
area which is so vital both to Palestine and to Tur- 
key. A great military consolidation of English 
forces is taking place from the Mediterranean to the 
shores of the Indian ocean. How then explain Tur- 
key’s defection at this time? 

One act of England in recent days may give us a 
partial clue to this dilemma; this is the declaration of 
an independent state in Syria by De Gaulle with the 
official benediction of England. It is quite probable 
that during the negotiations with Germany the Nazis 
had promised Turkey considerable territorial con- 
cessions in Syria and Iraq. This may also account for 
the fact that Hitler has refrained from making 
definite promises to the Arabs except in terms of 
vague generalities about freedom. Hitler intended 
to buy Turkish friendship at the expense of the 
Arabs. 

British and American sources have hinted that the 
Turkish-German pact did not at this time cause any 
harm to England and was directed primarily against 
Russia. It is pointed out that Hitler needed an as- 
surance of Turkish neutrality before beginning his 
invasion of the Soviet Union. However this may 
be, it was not an act of friendship for England. 

But of far greater significance is the fact that the 
Turkish pact with Germany again underlines a tragic 
feature of political life today. This pact was another 
link in the chain of tragic treacheries that have 
descended on England in the course of this war. The 
most flagrant case was the betrayal of France which 
had been bound to England in a strong alliance for 
over thirty years. On a somewhat smaller scale but 
far more shocking in its implications of moral de- 
gradation was the betrayal of Iraq. This small and 
poor country was indebted to England for its very 
existence as a state. England gave it political as- 
sistance and aided it in establishing the apparatus of 
a functioning independence. But at the most tragic 
moment in Engiand’s history, whe Britain stood 
alone against powerful enemies, Iraq plunged the 
dagger of rebellion in her back, and on the plains 
of Iraq England had to battle against an army which 
it had trained and equipped with its own resources. 

Less dramatic but equally true to the pattern of 
betrayal so current in the political world today was 
the behavior of Egypt. Suffice it to recall an incident 
of recent date when the Egyptian government ex- 
pelled the exiled rulers of Greece who had sought 
refuge there and compelled them to seek a new 
haven in the more friendly Jerusalem. There were 
still other disappointments for England in the Mos- 
lem world which had received so much from Britain, 
so that a British publication like The Nation and 
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Statesman had to conclude that England had but two 
loyal allies in the Near East—the Greeks and the 
Jews. 

It must be admitted, however, that England was 
in no small degree responsible for the political faith- 
lessness that has spread over so large a part of the 
world in recent years. England had left Ethiopia 
and China to their fate in the thirties. Britain did 
not come to the aid of Austria and later betrayed 
Spain. Benes was deceived and Czechoslovakia was 
handed over to slavery. We must also point to the 
sad experience the Jewish people had with England. 
When Britain issued the Balfour Declaration great 
hopes were aroused among Jews and a tremendous 
impetus was given to Jewish will and aspirations in 
Palestine. But this declaration had hardly been 
signed when England began to interpret it in such 
a manner as to bring great disappointment to the 
hopes it had raised. Every progress of the Jews in 
Palestine was followed by a British policy that tend- 
ed to undo it. England was guilty of a great measure 
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of duplicity and ill will toward our efforts in Pales- 
tine. And while the Jews tried to cooperate loyally 


with Britain, this cooperation was often scorned. 


As a result of this policy there are now but half a 
million Jews in Palestine instead of the two or three 
million that could have lived there by now, and 
these are open to all kinds of danger. This is a 
great tragedy for the Jewish people; it is a no lesser 
tragedy for England’s position in the Near East. 
England reaps the harvest of the seeds of faithless- 
ness it has sown during the past two decades and is 
now paying for its past infidelity to solemn obliga- 
tions. The price is a great one and all friends of the 
cause of democracy must shudder at the immense 
sacrifices that must now be brought in atonement 
for past sins. But great sacrifices also have a great 
power for redemption, and we believe that out of 
this catastrophe there will emerge a new England, 
one true to itself and true to its obligations, and that 
this England will be a cornerstone in the new world 
that is to arise. 


THE MONTH IN PALESTINE 


by Shulamith Schwartz 


The War 


- HE INVASION of Syria, which has so greatly strength- 

ened Palestine’s position, furnished a significant in- 
stance of the contribution made by Palestinian Jewry to 
the war effort. The British column moving from Palestine 
was based in Metullah, the old Rothschild settlement on the 
Syrian border. Metullah was twice in the line of enemy 
fire and the courage of Metullah’s Jewish constables during 
the preliminary operations of the invasion was warmly 
praised by the British officer in charge of the Jewish Settle- 
ment Police. He also expressed his appreciation to the 
constables of Kfar Gileadi, Hanita and others of the new 
Galilean border settlements founded during the riots des- 
pite the disapproval of the British authorities. It has now 
been revealed that it was fifty young people from these 
settlements who, because of their familiarity with the 
border terrain, were given the task of preparing the way for 
the invasion, reconnoitering and hacking the road through 
barbed-wire entanglements. The Palcor cable of June 17 
which carries this information ends very interestingly: 
“Due to a policy of avoiding reference in official communi- 
ques to the role played by Jews in the British forces, this 
story... has not been publicized.” The same policy is in 
all probability responsible for the fact that it was only 
through a casual Associated Press dispatch a few weeks 
ago that we learnt that the Jewish units in Italian East 
Africa are to be credited with a major share in the victories 
leading to the surrender of the Duke of Aosta. Jewish 
soldiers are now with the forces fighting in Syria. 

Children and some women from the northern border 
settlements have been evacuated inland by the Jewish 
Agency, but work goes on normally in the settlements 
themselves. The French raids on Haifa and Tel-Aviv in 
the week succeeding the invasion, resulted in one death 
in Haifa and 12 in Tel-Aviv, all the latter victims being 
inmates of Invalids Home which was the only building in 
the city to be struck. Four enemy planes were brought 


down by anti-aircraft guns in Haifa; all of these guns, in- 
cidentally, were manned by Jews. 

A few hours after the heavy raids of June 11, David 
Ben-Gurion at the opening session of the Palestine Labor 
Party Conference appealed to the Palestine administration 
to permit maximum Jewish enlistment. There are now 
over 10,000 Jewish volunteers, 70 of whom are officers, 
but the obvious need of building up a large force for 
whatever eventualities may arise in the Middle East has 
hardly altered the British attitude towards full exploitation 
of the Yishuv’s manpower. Demanding the formation of 
as many all-Jewish military units as possible, the Yishuv 
had to content itself with enlistment within the former 
limits; during May 600 joined the Jewish infantry units, 
and 90 drivers, most of whom provided their own trucks, 
entered the Jewish transport unit. 

The plea for the arming of Palestinian Jewry, expressed 
both in Palestine and by American and British Zionist 
bodies, was seconded by a number of important British 
newspapers. For example, the London “News Chronicle” 
wrote editorially that “Great Britain is honor bound to 
fulfill her obligations to the Jewish National Home, and 
the best way to insure that Palestine will not fall into Hit- 
ler’s hands is to arm the virile Jewish population.” The 
Government has attempted to meet the demand somewhat 
by the creation of a Palestine Volunteer Force, financed 
by the Palestinian treasury and open to British and Pales- 
tinian citizens. This force will assist the military in main- 
taining internal security and prosecuting the war, and its 
size at any time is dependent on the High Commissioner's 
discretion. 


The Economic Situation 


It is curious and at the same time typical that during 
this troubled period a number of British insurance com- 
panies agreed to lend the sums necessary for the comple- 
tion of the Habima Theatre Building in Tel Aviv and for 
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the erection of new buildings at the Agricultural Experi- 
mental Station in Rehoboth. Industry and agriculture 
have gone on making advances in the face of the uncertain 
future, an industrial exhibition of Palestinian products is 
to be opened in Cairo this summer to strengthen trade re- 
lations with Egypt and a second fashion show for foreign 
and domestic buyers was held in Tel Aviv during June, 
the March show having resulted in 9000 Pounds worth of 
orders from Egypt and 6000 from Iraq. The Foreign Trade 
Institute founded by the Jewish Agency in cooperation 
with the Manufacturers’ Association and the Anglo-Pal- 
estine Bank, handled half a million dollars worth of orders 
from abroad in 1940—more than twice as much as in 
1939 despite the steep general decline in exports. Large 
quantities of pharmaceuticals and canned vegetables have 
recently been dispatched to Egypt by the Institute, and it 
has even exported Palestinian-made cosmetics to Egypt and 
South Africa. 

The difficulties in the way of importing foreign ma- 
chinery have stimulated the ingenuity of local engineers 
and manufacturers. Compressors, alternators for Diesel 
motors, motor truck bodies and even fire engine trailers are 
now constructed in Palestine. With the same ingenuity a 
24 year old youth, born in Petach Tivkah and now serving 
with the R.A.F. in the Western desert, has perfected an 
important invention for the improvement of aviation. He 
has been ordered by the military authorities to proceed to 
London at once and submit his invention to the Air Min- 
istry. 

The upswing in industry, together with the tremendous 
need for foodstuffs for both the civilian population and 
the armed forces in and around Palestine, has accounted 
for a striking decrease in unemployment. In the mixed- 
farming settlements to which numerous unemployed citrus 
workers have been transferred during recent months, there 
is even a labor shortage. This condition has lent particular 
point to the Agency’s protest against the Palestine Gov- 
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ernment’s announcement of its refusal to grant additional 
Jewish immigration certificates for a three month period. 
Over 3000 persons have arrived in Palestine since March, 
about 600 of them since the fall of Crete. They have come 
by complicated routes; during the last week a number of 
Polish families came from Lithuania via Japan and India. 
There is now a Palestine office in Japan. 


Communal Life 


When Britain was already bombing Syrian airfields and 
the future seemed very dark, the shekel campaign for the 
year 5701 was launched everywhere in Palestine. At 
the same period negotiations towards internal unity in the 
Yishuv were going on. Extreme right wing groups, in- 
cluding merchants, landlords and manufacturers, threaten- 
ed to secede from the national institutions unless given 
more representation in the control of the Yishuv’s self-de- 
fense apparatus. A satisfactory—though not formal-agree- 
ment has now been reached and the right wing groups have 
acknowledged the full authority of the Agency and the 
Vaad Leumi in matters affecting internal security. 

The war has not dampened the ardent intellectual life 
of the country. The recent convention of the Histadruth 
passed a resolution setting up a Histadruth Publishing 
Committee to issue ancient and modern classics, in popular 
form. Attacked by the extreme left wing groups which 
feared that the insufficiently Marxian attitude of the Center 
would be. reflected in the choice of literature, the resolution 
was eloquently defended by Berel Katznelson and others 
and passed easily. 

An interesting item in Davar described the first art ex- 
hibit ever held in Safed. The pictures, highly praised 
by critics, were mainly by members of settlements in 
Galilee as well as by one Arab from the neighborhood. 
“The work of the shepherd of Ayelet Hashachar was con- 
sidered exceptionally promising.” 


BIALIK—AN INTERPRETATION 
by M. Z. R. Frank 


B IALIK IS the leading cultural figure of one of the most 

crucial periods in Jewish history. More than any 
Jewish writer of his day, Bialik gave voice to the moods 
and sentiments of his generation. This explains the pro- 
found veneration in which he was held and the adoring 
evaluation of Bialik’s work by his contemporaries. It 
was a veneration communicated by Bialik’s readers to the 
general Jewish public not conversant with Hebrew, and 
accepted on instinct and intuition rather than on apprecia- 
tion. There is no adequate translation of Bialik’s poems 
either into Yiddish or into English which can explain the 
hold the late poet has on the Jewish people. One has to 
account for it in terms of the times in which he lived and 
wrote. ; 

The period, ranging roughly from the eighties of the 
last century to the First World War, was certainly not as 
tragic as our own. But it bore the seeds of most of our 
present upheavals both external and internal. Its basic 
feature was the impact of Occidental influences, until. then 
confined to Western Jewish communities and to the upper 
strata of Eastern Jewry, upon the broad masses of the 
Jews in Eastern Europe. Due to the greater Jewish vital- 
ity in the East and to several other factors, the result was 
a tremendous fermentation in our spiritual and cultural, 
as well as in our economic and social life. The weaken- 
ing of tradition is perhaps the most apparent aspect of that 
fermentation, but it was not the only important one. This 





was an era of vast economic changes in Russia which 
slowly brought the Industrial Revolution to the ghetto with 
its attendant rise of a new city proletariat and a new middle 
class. During that period the blind anti-Semitism of Old 
Russia based on mere religious and anti-alien prejudice 
was given a philosophy—largely borrowed from Ger- 
many—and was transformed into a policy. Oppression 
increased, and parallel with it, Jewish participation in re- 
volutionary movements, and in the cultural and political 
life of the country. As in Western Europe some two 
generations previous, the Jews changed suddenly from com- 
plete aloofness to full and rather pronounced participation 
in the life of the country—with accompanying intensifica- 
tion of assimilation. It was the half century of the great 
Jewish migrations of our times which laid the foundations 
of Jewish Palestine and created American Jewry. Cultur- 
ally it was the time of the uprooting of established tradi- 
tions and habits and of the old-way of life. 

The forces here enumerated began operating before 
the eighties and are to a large extent still in operation 
today. But the fermentation they caused was most pro- 
nounced in the generation which produced Herzl and 
Achad-Haam, Bialik, Tchernichovsky and Sholom-Aleichem, 
Peretz and Sholom Asch, the period which gave birth to 
political Zionism and the many socialist and other parties 
in Jewish life, which saw the flowering of Hebrew, and 
the coming-of-age of Yiddish literature. 
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Rooted in Jewish scholarship and Jewish folk-lore, sub- 
ject to all the influences of his day, Chaim Nach- 
man Bialik was the poetic spokesman of his gener- 
ation. To be sure, Bialik owed his popularity 
in no mean measure to his personality, to his role 
as a Zionist leader, as a popular interpreter of 
Hebrew classics and a communal leader. But the main 
reason was the responsive chord he struck in his contem- 
poraries. Bialik’s is the poetry of the westernized Jew, 
still emotionally rooted in the age-old Jewish civilization, 
hoping to resolve his inner conflicts in a rejuvenated 
Judaism, but torn in the conflict raging within him, be- 
wailing the lot of his people, often falling into fits of des- 
pair. His lyric qualities are merely incidental; his un- 
matched mastery of Hebrew—unmatched in any Hebrew 
writer since the Bible—contributes to the recognition he 
was accorded by the Jewish people. 


“I am told there is youth in this world, where is my 
youth?... They say there is love in this world, what is 
love?” Bialik says in one of his best-known short poems. 
It is not a great poem, hardly one of his best. But it has 
been widely read and sung for thirty-five years by men 
who were denied the joys of youth and the thrill of 
romance in the ghetto but who learned to appreciate them 
on emancipating themselves—or by the children of these 
men who still understand the sentiment of the poem. The 
same note is sounded in Bialik’s most ambitious—though 
not necessarily most successful—poetic creation “The 
Scroll of Fire”. In this, the longest of his poems, written in 
prose form, Bialik made an attempt at a symbolic inter- 
pretation of Israel’s historic drama. “Behold,” the young 
man says to the over-idealized maiden of his dreams, “the 
heavens made cruel sport of me, they have beguiled me. 
They took my youth away, they deprived me of every- 
thing, and gave me nothing in return”... “Behold, I would 
fain give away my heavenful of golden stars for a mere 
handful of love, for the touch of the tip of your cane”... 
The young man relates that in his childhood he “loved 
the gods of the earth, of the mountains and the valleys, 
but feared the God of the heavens,” and that when he 
was bereaved of his father and mother after a war, a 
hermit brought him up: “He instructed me his ways and 
made me worship his God, depriving my soul of every 
joy and teaching me to look heavenward. He plucked out 
one by one all the blossoms of my youth and brought them 
to his God, and he consecrated my chief desires to the 
Heavens.” 


In the above quotations is expressed the sense of weari- 
ness of a people with the yoke it has borne for three 
thousand years in the hope of a compensation. It is a re- 
volt against subordinating the immediate earthly joys to 
a distant spiritual bliss. In one of his finest, though 
little known poems Bialik states: “These be the dis- 
tant isles, the worlds sublime we have seen in our 
dreams, which made us strangers under every heaven and 
turned our life into a hell.” This sense of revolt forms 
the main motif of Bialik’s two most perfect poems—the 
magnificent and majestic “Dead of the Wilderness” and 
the bitter and wildly galloping “Dance of Despair.” The 
former—one of the grandest poems in all literature—extols 
the virile and heroic generation of Israelites in the wilder- 
ness who defied God and refused to accept His absolute 
rule even before it has been established. The latter, in 
which the eerie staccato of the rhythm cries out with the 
anguish of despair, is the song of the Jew of today who 
finds himself abandoned and forlorn, without bread and 
without wine, without a brother or a friend, but also 
without Truth or Justice or Majesty or any of the other 


attributes of Divinity in which he has passionately and 


devoutly believed. He finds himself now without an earth 
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and without a heaven, and dashing his head against the 
stone wall, he dances into his cave. 

And yet, Bialik was loved by the pious Jews. His ap- | 
parent revolt against heaven is treated very much in the 
same way as the apparent blaspheming of a /zaddik: one 
is too sure of the great love Bialik has for the spiritual 
treasures of Israel to take too seriously his cries of pain. 


* * * 


“They have all been carried away by the wind and 
swamped by the light, a new song rang through the morn- 
ing of their life; only I, forgotten by all, take shelter 
under the wings of the shekhinah.” The shekhinah, the spirit 
of Israel, has been driven from all places and has now 
none but the little corner in the beth-medrash in which to 
take refuge. Thus Bialik in a short poem bewails the 
weakening of tradition and the estrangement of the young 
generation from the culture of their people. He bewails 
it in his great poem “The Mathmid” extolling the Talmudic 
student, yet wondering to what end is his sacrifice; he 
seeks solace in the forsaken beth-medrash, once the refuge 
of a great people and the repository of its fondest treasures. 
He longs for the way of life he was brought up in, he can- 
not entirely be reconciled to it, he is not sure it can sur- 
vive. In this spiritual conflict and under the stress of his 
people's sufferings, the poet’s heart is “bleeding, rolling in 
ashes and blood”, it is filled with darkness and desolation. 

Bialik was called “a prophet” by his over-enthusiastic 
admirers because in his indignation against the indifference 
of his own people or against the injustice done them by 
others, he affected the prophetic tone and style. There is 
not a single line in Bialik which can compare with Jere- 
miah for its simple lyric outpouring or with Isaiah for 
majestic splendor. Nevertheless, his indignation is power- 
ful and genuine. He sounded a clarion call for national 
salvation and for cultural rejuvenation and was utterly 
impatient with the slow progress the cause of renaissance 
made. From his first poem “To the Bird” written when he 
was sixteen years old, in which he expresses longing for 
Zion, to some of his latest poems, Bialik, either by direct 
appeal or by condemnation for recalcitrancy, preaches Zion- 
ism, cultural revival and a sense of national responsibility. 
How impatient he was of empty talk and superficiality 
which have taken hold of much of our communal life, 
he expressed in his poem on his fiftieth birthday: “My 
soul is bent to dust under the burden of your love. Alas, 
I have become the penny jingling in your jug.” As he grew 
older, he became more and more impatient with the exag- 
gerated adulation heaped on him. “Who am I or what 
am I to be welcomed by a golden ray or to be patted on 
the cheek by a soft-winged breeze?” he humbly asks. In 
the above-quoted poem on his fiftieth birthday, he declares: 
“I am neither bard nor prophet, but a hewer or wood” 
and calls upon each man to turn to “the burdens of his 
heart.” If Bialik was not a “prophet,” he was a preacher 
for national revival. 


Both Bialik’s scholarship and his familiarity with Jewish 
folklore resulted in literary contributions which put their 
stamp on the cultural life of Jews for a long time. His 
Book of Hagada, among his scholastic works, ranks among 
the most important events in Jewish culture. His edition 
of the Medieaval Hebrew classics is only slightly less im- 
portant. Bialik’s command of Yiddish and his ability 
to translate the most idiomatic Yiddish into the most 
diplomatic Hebrew gave us his Yiddish poems and his 

ewish Folk-songs in Hebrew, both of which have en- 
riched Yiddish and Hebrew literatures. . 
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League for Labor Palestine 





Summer Seminar 


The League for Labor Palestine will 
hold its annual Summer Seminar this 
year at Unser Camp in Highland 
Mills, New York, from August 15 to 
August 29. An intensive course on 
- Labor Zionism is being planned for 
the Seminar, and a number of out- 
standing lecturers have been invited 
to participate. Detailed programs are 
available upon request. 

The Seminar will be limited to a 
small group only, and it is therefore 
advisable to make reservations im- 
mediately. No reservations will be 
honored after August 1. e 


New Administration 
Appoints Committees 


At its first meeting in New York on 
Sunday, June 22, the newly-elected 
Administrative Committee of the 
League made the following appoint- 
ments to standing committees for the 
coming year: 

1. Chapter Activities and League 


Extension Work: Helen G. Samuels, 
Chairman; Sulamith Schwartz. 


2. Committee for Cultural and Edu- 
cation Activities: Louis Ruffman, 
Chairman; Dr. May Bere; Rabbi 
David Cedarbaum; Herman Lazarus; 
Enya Harris Live; Rabbi Joshua Trach- 
tenberg. 


3. Membership and Organization 
Committee: Samuel Duker, Chairman; 
Milton Black; Ruth Cohen; Pinchas 
Cruso; Harry A. Harrison; Itzhak 
Sankowsky; Michael Stolzberg. 


4. Committee on Finance: Harry 
Burston, Chairman; Susan Brecher; 
Manuel Schneider; Philip Tannor. 

5. Sustaining Membership Com- 
mittee: Benjamin R. Harris, Chair- 
man; Mrs. A. Channin; Dr. Roy K. 
Diamond; Samuel Fuchs; Rabbi J. J. 
Gittleman; Dr. H. Harris; Mr. A. 
Kamberg; Dr. M. Kushner; Manuel 
Schneider; Dr. M. Racolin. 

6. Public Relations Committee: Dr. 
Herman Seidel, Chairman; Samuel 
Duker; Rabbi Edward L. Israel; Rabbi 
Jacob J. Weinstein; Rabbi Samuel 
Wohl. 


Order Your Copy Now 


Numerous requests come in to the 
office daily for “Histadruth in War- 
time” by Israel Mereminski which 
was published last month by the 
League. This exhaustive treatment of 
the subject is very much in demand. 
A limited number of copies (5c per 
copy) is still available. 


Resolutions Adopted 
At League Convention 


Space did not permit us to include 
the text of the resolutions in the re- 
port of the Convention which ap- 
peared in the June issue of the Jew- 
ish Frontier. We are therefore pub- 
lishing the text of the resolutions at 
this time. 

1. The Convention of the League 
for Labor Palestine declares its soli- 
darity with the world democratic for- 
ces and the Jewish people everywhere 
in the present struggle against totali- 
tarian dictatorship. The convention 
sends its heartfelt greetings to all 
those fighting the battle of democracy 
on land, sea, and in the air; who de- 
fend our civilization and prepare the 
way for a free and better social: order 
and national liberation for all peoples 
in the future. 

United in spirit with the Palestine 
labor movement, as embodied in the 
Histadruth, the Convention reaffirms 
its unstinting support to the develop- 
ment of an independent cooperative 
society in Palestine. It further re- 
affirms its demand for mass immi- 
gration of Jews to Palestine, for co- 
Operative and collective labor settle- 
ments, for social justice, and mutually- 
friendly relations with our neighbors 
in and around Palestine. 

The League, which embraces all 
friends of the Histadruth, regardless 
of varying social and political orienta- 
tions, and unites Zionists and non- 


Zionists in the support of the Hista- 
druth, calls upon all American Jews 
to face courageously the present world 
and Jewish crisis. The League de- 
nounces the fatalism which has been 
exhibited by certain groups and in- 
dividuals. The League maintains that 
now is the time for a maximum re- 
soluteness and for a stimulation of a 
new upswing of the Chalutz spirit in 
Jewish life here and in Palestine. 

The League calls for the maximum 
political, moral, and financial support 
of American Jewry for the increase 
of immigration to Palestine, and to 
enable the Yishuv and the Histadruth 
to absorb the newcomers, primarily in 
productive and cooperative labor en- 
terprises and settlements. 


The League calls upon American 
Jewry to help win equal rights for 
Jewry throughout the world through 
the establishment of a growing and 
productive Palestine labor movement. 

The League advocates in wartime 
as well as in peace, the mobilization 
of American volunteers for participa- 
tion in the great task of building and 
defending Palestine. It calls upon the 
British Government for the immediate 
mobilization of Jewish military units 
in Palestine and the provision of ad- 
equate weapons for them. The League 
sends its warmest greetings to the gal- 
lant Chalutz groups still functioning 
despite indescribable difficulties in oc- 
cupied territories, and encourages the 
expansion of Hechalutz work in 














the summer months. 


able prices. 


Hill 5-7613. 





The Hechalutz 


is arranging a series of picnics at its farms during 
The picnics will take place 


every other week as follows: 
Sunday, July 13, Cream Ridge, N. J. 
Sunday, July 27, Hightstown, N. J. 
Sunday, August 10, Cream Ridge, N. J. 
Sunday, August 24, Hightstown, N. J. 
Sunday, August 31, Cream Ridge, N. J. 


At each occasion an interesting program will be 
presented. Refreshments will be provided at reason- 


Those who wish to go by chartered bus should 
contact the Hechalutz office, 1140 Broadway, Murray 
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America to meet the needs of Palestine 
during and after the war. 

The League calls for the consolida- 
tion and expansion of all pro-Hista- 
druth forces in America to help it 
now and in the post-war period to 
carry on its task as the unified expres- 
sion of Palestine labor. 


2. Whereas the Hechalutz move- 
ment is the natural reservoir for the 
continued growth and development 
of the Histadruth in Palestine, and 


Whereas the temporary destruction 
of this reservoir on the European con- 
tinent makes it imperative, in view 
of the critical situation of World Jew- 
ry and the Yishuv in Palestine, to 
strengthen the spirit and activity of 
“Chalutziuth” among American Jewish 
youth, and thereby keep alive the torch 
of “Chalutziuth.” 


BE IT RESOLVED THAT 


The League for Labor Palestine in 
Convention assembled, 

i. Views with satisfaction the in- 
creasing strengthening of the Hecha- 
lutz movement in America and the ex- 
tension of its activities in establishing 
its agricultural and industrial training 
projects among American Jewish 
youth (according them opportunities 
for preparing themselves for the task 
of defending and upbuilding Pales- 
tine). 

2. Ratifies the participation of the 
League for Labor Palestine in the 
Labor Zionist Committee for the 
Hechalutz. 

3. Views with satisfaction the estab- 
lishment of a Z.O. A. Committee for 
Hechalutz. 

4. Approves the effort to create a 
committee embracing all Zionist 
groups for the support of Hechalutz, 
and expresses its intention to partici- 
pate when such a committee is formed. 


3. The League sends its heartfelt 
greetings and its loyal support to the 
Jewish Agency and to Dr. Chaim 
Weizmann, the President of the Jew- 
ish Agency. We are with them in the 
struggle for a victory of our just Zion- 
ist and Jewish demands which are an 
organic part of the democratic aims of 
this war. 


4. The League sends its heartiest 
fraternal greetings to the British Labor 
Party and to the British military forces 
and their allies who are fighting for 
freedom and justice. At the same 
time, we reiterate the fundamental de- 
mand of the Jewish masses in America 
that the British people beware of ap- 
peasers who are ready to betray that 
bulwark of democracy in the Near 
East which is manifested by the Jew- 
ish settlement in Palestine. We de- 
mand total repeal of the White Paper 


and the adoption of positive measures 
for the strengthening of Jewish po- 
sitions and for the fostering of genuine 
friendship with the Arabs in and out 
of Palestine. We demand that in the 
post-war reconstruction there be inter- 
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national guarantees of Jewish rights 
everywhere and the establishment of 
the Palestine Jewish Commonwealth. 
5. The League for Labor Palestine 
heartily endorses the purpose and pro- 
gram of the Interfaith Committee for 
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Aid to the Democracies and welcomes 
the establishment of the Jewish Sec- 
tion of that Committee which in co- 
operation with the British War Relief 
Society, is seeking to enlist the par- 
ticipation of Jewish organizations and 
individuals in the all-American effort 
to provide all forms of aid for the 
British civil population. 


The League for Labor Palestine calls 
upon every one of its chapters and in- 
dividual members to respond gener- 
ously to the appeals which will be 
made in behalf of the Jewish Section 
of the Interfaith Committee for Aid 
to the Democracies. 


Sharing the overwhelming desire of 
the American Government and people 
to come to the aid of Britain in this 
period of crisis for democracies, the 
League for Labor Palestine looks to 
its chapters throughout the country 
to take a leading part in giving tan- 
gible expression to our sense of fel- 
lowship with the valiant British people 
and with the cause which they are de- 
fending with their lives. 


6. The Convention instructs the Ad- 
ministrative Committee to conduct a 
referendum of individual members 
concerning the choice of the new name 
of the organization, and that the new 
name be adopted by a majority of 
those voting. 


7. The Convention of the League 
for Labor Palestine extends its thanks 
to Rabbi Samuel Wohl for his guid- 
ance of the League throughout the 
initial and difficult period of its life. 


8. The convention extends its thanks 
to Dr. Joseph Diamond for his efforts 
in the office of Executive Secretary for 
the past 18 months. 


9. The Convention extends its-heart- 
felt wish for a speedy and complete 
recovery to Miss Rose Stoloff of New 
York, and records its appreciation for 
her leadership and efforts in the 
League. 





CORRESPONDENCE 
MISUNDERSTOOD? 


To the Editors of JEWISH FRONTIER. 

We were genuinely disturbed to 
read the editorial comment in your 
June issue under the heading “Com- 
mon sense Discovers Anti-Semitism.” 
We deeply regret that you feel Com- 
mon Sense departed from its usual 
liberalism in publishing Frank Han- 
ighen’s article in its June issue. It 
seemed to us on the contrary that it 
was you who were departing from 
your usual enlightened standards in 
being unwilling to understand an hon- 
est point of view. 


The essential point in your misinter- 
pretation, it seems to us, is in calling 
Mr. Hanighen’s article a “thinly veil- 
ed threat to Jews—be good or else—.” 
The article, in so far as it was more 
than a factual reporting job, might 
be considered to carry a warning—but 
there is all the difference in the world 
between a warning and a threat. If 
you see a friend crossing the street in 
front of an approaching car, and you 
shout to him to look out, it would 
hardly be sensible on his part to take 
offense and say you were threatening 
him. 

Mr. Hanighen’s suggestion, and it 
seems to us a well-meant and rational 
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one whether or not one agrees with it, 
was that Jews should try to be less 
intolerant of the anti-interventionist 
position and realize that it is possible 
tO Oppose entry into the war without 
thereby becoming a Nazi. Your com- 
ment seems to us an example of the 
emotional reaction of which he com- 
plains. 


Very sincerely yours, 
Alfred M. Bingham, 


Selden Rodman, 
Editors of Common Sense. 
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And with its room and ride 
and view, you get Ford extra 
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biggest hydraulic brakes near 
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car this year, you'll do well 
not to miss this Ford. And 
not just because we say so, 
but because the facts do! 
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POALE ZION 


Wedgewood Reception 


The famous hall of Cooper Union, 
in New York City, was crowded on 
June 19th, with the members and 
friends of the Poale Zion, Jewish 
National Workers’ Alliance, Pioneer 
Women, League for Labor Palestine 
and Habonim. They came to wel- 
come Colonel Josiah Wedgewood, 
British Labor leader and staunch 
friend of Zionism, who recently ar- 
rived from England. The public re- 
ception was sponsored by the Central 
Committee of the Poale Zion. 


Addresses were delivered by Mat- 
thew Woll, vice-president of the 
American Federation of Labor, who 
welcomed Col. Wedgewdod in the 
name of organized labor in America; 
Dr. Stephen S. Wise, and Israel Mere- 
minsky. 

Col. Wedgewood openly showed 
how moved he was by the words of the 
previous speakers and the reception of 
the listeners. He spoke as he would to 
fellow comrades whose aims and views 
are alike. 


Resolutions were adopted declaring 
our solidarity with England in the 
fight against Hitler; to help the Presi- 
dent of the United States in his efforts 
to mobilize the maximum resources 
for the preservation of democracy; de- 
manding an international guarantee of 
Jewish right to live as a free and equal 
people in their former homes; the 
arming of tens of thousands of Jews 
for the defense of Palestine; the mobi- 
lization of Palestine Jewry in Jewish 
units to fight alongside British and 
Free French forces in the Near East; 
demanding the repudiation of all 
White Paper edicts restricting Jewish 
immigration, land purchase and colon- 
ization in Palestine; urging the inde- 
pendence of the Arab countries around 
Palestine with the full guarantees for 
the development of the Palestine Jew- 
ish Commonwealth; and calling upon 
American Jewry to help us in our ef- 
forts to achieve these goals. 


Party Conference 
Labor Day Week-End 


Delegates and members of the Eng- 


lish speaking branches of the Poale 
Zion, delegates from the senior Habo- 
nim groups, and individuals from Lea- 
gue for Labor Palestine and Jewish 
National Workers’ Alliance, will be 
invited to attend a special National 
Conference to be held during the 
Labor Day week-end in the vicinity of 
New York City. 

The objectives of the conference 
are: (1) To formulate a precise pro- 
gram of organizational, educational 


and political activities for the English 
speaking branches of the Labor Zion- 
ist Movement; (2) To elect an admin- 
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istrative committee to guide the work 
of the English speaking branches of 
the Poale Zion. 
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NATIONAL 
LABOR COMMITTEE 


Half Million Dollars Raised for 
Histadrut—Sir Norman Angell 
Addresses Wind-Up Rally 

Declaring that the current cam- 
paign for the Histadruth had al- 
ready reached the $500,000 mark, 
Isaac Hamlin, national secretary told 
the Wind-Up Rally audience at the 
Hotel Pennsylvania on June 25 that 
an additional $50,000 was cabled 
that day to Palestine as a token of 
American Jewry’s unflinching devo- 
tion to our Homeland. 

Highlight of the Rally was the 


‘address by Sir Norman Angell, dis- 


tinguished British Labor Party leader 
and renowned author of many works 
of political significance. The full 
text of Sir Norman’s speech appears 
elsewhere in this issue of the Jew- 
ish Frontier. In introducing the guest 
speaker, Joseph Schlossberg, national 
chairman of the Geverkshaften Cam- 
paign, stressed that the British workers 
had kept alive the universal bonds of 
solidarity among the laboring peoples, 
and pledged the continued collabora- 
tion of Jewish workers with the Brit- 
ish. 

Meyer Brown, former secretary of 
the Poale Zion and president of the 
Jewish National Workers’ Alliance, 
who has recently arrived from Pales- 
tine, spoke on the latest events in the 
Near East. “A Jewish army is the 
greatest need of the hour,” he stated. 
“The Yishuv and the Histadrut de- 
mand it, and are backed by Jewish 
and liberal public opinion in Ameri- 
ca.” On the economic front, Chaver 
Brown reported that “250 factories 
are manufacturing metal products, 
electrical devices, uniforms and leather 
goods for military purposes. Food 
production has risen 40 percent. The 
Yishuv has raised nearly $1,000,000 
to supplement other Zionist funds in 
meeting the critical problems of the 
war.” 

Abraham Miller led the list of 
greeters by presenting a check of $6,- 
000 to the campaign in behalf of the 
Amalgamated Joint Board. Other 
participating organizations were re- 
presented by Joseph Breslau, vice-pre- 
sident of the International Ladies’ Gar- 
ment Workers’ Union; Philip Gingold, 
Jewish National Workers’ Alliance; 
H. Ehrenreich, Poale Zion Zeire Zion; 
Dvorah Rothbard, Pioneer Women; 
Joseph Kessler, Workmen's Circle; Dr. 
Joseph Diamond, League for Labor 
Palestine; and Theodore Cohen, chair- 
man of the Landsmanshaften Division. 
Harry Arial, secretary of . the New 
York Campaign announced that 
the work would continue during the 
summer. 


Sidor Belarsky rendered a full pro- 
gram of Hebrew and Yiddish music, 
including some of Rachel's songs on 
the occasion of the tenth anniversary 
of the death of the late Palestinian 
poetess. 


Summer Months to be Utilized 
For Histadrut Activities 


Not relaxing in the heat of sum- 
mer, the Administrative Committee 
cabled the Histadrut a pledge to re- 
mit at least $25,000 each month dur- 
ing the summer. Large affairs will 
benefit the Histadrut work in var- 
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ious sections of the country. Detroit 
will hold its annual Histadrut Day 
on July 20, Boston on August 17, and 
Chicago on August 31. 

Charles Brown, chairman of the 
Los Angeles drive, remitted $3,000 
during the month of June, and sub- 
stantial amounts are still anticipated. 
Baltimore sent a check of $10,000 on 
account of its quota, according to 
Manuel Shnider. Detroit's total has 
passed the $26,000 mark and an ad- 
ditional $2,000 is expected shortly. 
Philadelphia concluded its campaign 
with an increase of $4,000 over last 
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FLEISCHER & MORGENSTERN 


All Sports, including FREE GOLF, on premises. 
Private lake, FREE Boating, filtered swimming pool, SUN 

\ SOLARIUMS, professional entertainment, versatile orches- 
\ tra. . “ Noted cuisine (dietary observance.) 
Write for Reservations Now. 


FALLSBURG 
NEW YORK 










Phone FALLSBURG 200 








LAKESIDE INN 


AND COUNTRY CLUB 
FERNDALE, NEW YORK 





A PERFECT VACATION! 


Every Sport . . . Delicious Food . . . Dietary Laws... 
Dancing . . . Excellent Accommodations 


. Superb Entertainment 





Mgt. Mendel Berkowitz-Green 








GALA JULY 4th WEEK-END 
Attractive Low Rates 


Booklet ‘“‘F’’ on Request 
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Hechalutz Aviators 
Complete Courses 


Climaxing six months of training 
that began last Chanuka and lasted 
through the February frosts, March 
winds and April showers, seven mem- 
bers of Hechalutz won their govern- 
ment pilot licenses last month. Be- 
fore an audience of nearly 1,000 Zion- 
ists from the eastern seaboard, the 
pilots went through their air maneuv- 
ers and were awarded diplomas at 
the Bennett Airport, at Hightstown, 
N. J., on June 25. 

This first graduation ceremony 
marks the fulfillment of many months 
of planning on the part of Hechalutz 
to expand its training system to fit the 
emergency war and post-war needs of 
Palestine. Authorized by the Jewish 
Agency to proceed in enlisting young 
Zionists for pioneer service in Pales- 
tine at the first opportunity, the He- 
chalutz has initiated various training 
courses, of which the aviation, farming 
and radio units are the first. 

On the same day that the aviators 
showed their prowess, a pilgrimage 
was made to the new Hachshara Farm 
at Hightstown purchased by Hecha- 
lutz. The 208-acre training center was 
inspected by Albert Einstein, who dis- 
played a great interest in the modern 
poultry houses. Commenting on the 
agricultural program of the move- 
ment, Dr. Einstein stated, “I hope the 
Hechalutz is a success. We need it, 
Palestine needs it and America needs 
i 

In addition to its members who de- 
sire to settle in Palestine permanently, 
a call has been issued for those who 
are ready to give two years of their 
lives for special service under the 
Jewish Agency. These will be organ- 
ized in the “Plugot Hechalutz” (Pal- 
estine Pioneer Units). To finance the 
extended program, the entire Zionist 
movement has launched a drive for 
$1,000,000 for the Hechalutz Aviation 
and Training Fund. Head of the Gen- 
eral Zionist Committee for Hechalutz 
are Mordecai Konowitz, chairman, 
and Dr. A. K. Epstein, treasurer. The 
Labor Zionist Committee is headed by 
Hayim Greenberg, with Sarah Feder, 
vice-chairman, Louis Segal, treasurer, 
and Baruch Zuckerman, secretary. 


Giving impetus to the drive was 
the contribution of the Milwaukee 
Achad-Haam Club in the form of a 
training plane, which was used for 
the first time in the graduation flying 
review. Several other groups are work- 
ing on buying planes for the Hecha- 
lutz, while the bulk of the income 
will be utilized for other phases of 
the training program. The Hechalutz 


Farms at Cream Ridge and Hights- 
town are being equipped for accom- 
modating larger groups interested in 
farm training. 


News from Palestine has spurred on 
the appetites for American Chalutzim. 
The group at the Anglo-Baltic Kibutz 
at Binyamina, is active in developing 
the Huleh region, and hopes to settle 
permanently in the Galilee hills. 
American Habonim are working in 
Metullah, now in the war zone, and 
have expressed to the Jewish National 
Fund a desire to cast their lot there. 

In the statement issued by the Mer- 
caz Hechalutz to the Jewish communi- 
ties of America, it is declared that 
“the Hechalutz is no longer the cher- 
ished project of a handful of devotees, 
but has become the responsibility of 
the entire Jewish community, of all 
Zionists and non-Zionists who are 
interested in a vital program for Jew- 
ish youth. Only Hechalutz today of- 
fers a concrete plan of action that will 
inspire our youth and will lead to im- 
measurable good for our people and 
for Palestine. 








PREMIER HOTEL 


ON 


Alta Lake 
SOUTH FALLSBURG, N. Y. 
“The Choice of Young America” 


Free Boating Parties, Excellent 
Swimming, Fishing on ALTA LAKE 


All Social and Sport Activities. 
Orchestra—Entertainment by 
Headline Stars 


Special July 4th Rates 
Moderate Summer Rates 


HARRY SCHWARTZ & SONS 
Phone Fallsburg 241 


Write for Booklet “B” 






















EVANS 
KIAMESHA HOTEL 


KIAMESHA, NEW YORK 


CONCRETE SWIMMING POOL 
ALL SPORTS, DIETARY LAWS 
CAMP ACTIVITIES 


Low Rates ... . Booklet “F’’ on Re- 
quest. Fishing and Rowing on Beautiful 
Kiamesha Lake. 


Tel. Monticello 621 City Phone: TO 2-2028 


JEWISH FRONTIER 


PIONEER WOMEN’S 
ORGANIZATION 


Transmissions to 
Moatszath Hapoaloth 

During the past month, the Pioneer 
Women’s Organization cabled $32,000 
to the Moatzath Hapoaloth for new 
war work activities including the train- 
ing of women as firefighters, chauf- 
feurs, tractor drivers, nurses and for 
other auxiliary services, expansion of 
children’s services, evacuation of child- 
ren, building of air-raid shelters in 
children’s institutions and agricultural 
training farms, etc. 
Summer Activities 


To meet the emergency in Palestine, 
clubs will continue activities through- 
out the summer this season, arranging 
picnics, lawn parties, distributing 
“Lines of Dimes,” etc. Special em- 
phasis is being laid on raising funds 
for the Labor Zionist Aviation and 
Hechalutz Training Fund, Aid to 
Britain and women’s and children’s 
work in Palestine. 

Aid to Britain 


The National Executive, in order to 
intensify activity on the part of the 
clubs for Aid to Britain, has issued a 
call to the membership for the raising 
of $2,000 to equip a home for children 
who have been orphaned by air-raids 
or whose nerves have been shattered. 
The clubs are responding well and a 
large sum has already been received 
by the national office. 

Regional Conferences 

During April and May two regional 
conferences have been held; the West- 
ern-Canadian Conference at Saska- 
toon, April 20 and 21, in which del- 
egates from the following cities par- 
ticipated: Winnipeg, Regina, Saska- 
toon, Calgary, Prince Albert, North 
Battleford and Edmonton. Resolutions 
included: The intensification of the 
campaign on behalf of the institu- 
tions of the Working Women’s Coun- 
cil; a pledge to plant 5,000 trees in 
the Pioneer Women’s Forest; a mem- 
bership drive for the founding of new 
clubs; increased cultural activities. 
Pacific Coast Conference, held in Los 
Angeles, May 18 and 19, including re- 
presentatives from San Diego, Oak- 
land, San Francisco, Santa Barbara and 
all the Clubs in Los Angeles. In ad- 
dition to the resolutions adopted at the 
Saskatoon Conference, the Los Angeles 
Conference also resolved to raise a 
self taxation fund of $3,000, aside 
from the quota for an immediate trans- 
mission to the Working Women's 
Council for various War Emergency 
Measures. 

Dvora Rothbard was the representa- 
tive of the National Executive at each 
of these conferences. 
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JuLy, 1941 


WORKER'S BANK 


A dividend of 4 percent has been 
declared by the Palestine Workers’ 
Bank according to its statement for 
1940 and the first three months of 
1941 that was just received here. Be- 
cause of defense finance regulations in 
force in Palestine, the dividend can- 
not at this time be paid to sharehold- 
ers in the United States. The Pales- 
tine Workers’ Bank is trying to get 
a special permit from the government 
to enable it to pay the dividend. 

This is the eleventh successive divi- 
dend declared by the bank. Despite 
nearly two years of war and a preced- 
ing three year period of disturbances 
in Palestine, the Workers’ Bank, as 
well as other labor cooperative insti- 
tutions in the country, have marked 
considerable growth. The bank now 
owns a capital of 210,000 pounds 
and has 400,000 pounds in deposits. 
Twenty-five loan and saving societies 
in various cities and villages in Pales- 
tine are affiliated with the Workers’ 
Bank. Debts outstanding from the 
bank’s clients are close to 600,000 
pounds and the net profit for 1940 
was higher than the preceding year. 
This is a result of sound development 
of labor cooperative enterprises which 
are the bank’s clients. The income of 
the labor settlements from agricul- 
tural products rose from 1,500,000 
pounds in 1939 to 1,750,000 pounds 
in 1940. Their population also marked 
a rise of five thousand, consisting of 
new immigrants and city workers who 
shited to agricultural labor. The con- 
sumers cooperatives increased their 
sales to nearly 1,000,000 pounds in 
1940 and netted a profit of 25,000 
pounds. 











DAIRY Oo 1 SERVED AT ITS BEST 





DAIRY RESTAURANT 
2270 BROADWAY, N. Y. C. 
BET. 81-82 STS. ENbicortt 2-2030 





For moderns with a hankering for all 
the joyful sports, spectacular land- 
scapes, yumyum menus and the best 
of music to dance or read to, the word 
for vacationtime is—Allaben. Spar- 
kling entertainment by a corps of ° 
Geniuses. Comfortable quarters. For 
Everything: JULY-AUGUST: -$23.50, 


$25, $27.50. Write or ’phone for folder. 
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N.Y. OFFICE: 55 W. 42nd St. (LOngacre 
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YOUR nvttation 10 A BETTER 


20th Anniversary Celebration 
CELEBRITY SHOWS WEEKLY HEADED BY 
AL SHAYNE—ORCHESTRA. 
All Sports Activities — Pool, Riding. 
GOLF ON PREMISES. 

Dietary Laws — Sprinkler Equipped 
Elevator Service \ 

Season Rates & Illustrated Booklet on Request 


LEVINSON & SUSSMAN, Mg}. { 
Phone: FLEISCHMANNS 
N 


117-118 


AVS 




























FLEISCHMANNS, N. Y. 














DL OP GE I 


UFR CHASE Pine HiLNy. 
for Fun — fr Reat kard 


All Sport and Social Activities 
Free Boating and Swimming on Our Own Lake 


DIETARY LAWS D. FUNK 


VACATION RESORT THAT HAS EVERYTHING: 

























An entire summer of celebration 
20th ANNIVERSARY 
Commencing with 
Ath of JULY WEEK-END 
featuring a galaxy of stars of stage 
and radio * a vacation you will never 
forget . . . - Write for booklet 
FLEISCHMANNS, N. Y. 

Bros., Management 
N. Y. Pag rt W. 42 St, WI. 17-3755 

















A KOSHER, PAREVE 
BAKED BEAN 
FEAST in a Hurry! 


Heinz Oven-Baked Beans 
Are Drenched 
In Tempting Tomato Sauce 


Served with milchig or fleischig meals, 
Heinz Vegetarian Beans lend added 
flavor. They’re the all-purpose dish. 
Look on the front of the label for the 
@ Seal of the Union of Orthodox Jewish 
Congregations of America. 


OVEN 


BAKED BEANS 


SAUCE - WITHOUT MEF 
eee. WITHOU 


Jo HEINZ 22 BEANS 
M1 wets! dompany 0 BAKED 


ONE OF THE (U) VARIETIES 








